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Today’s lecture
The approach of an Agroecological Urbanism, the 
building blocks and how they may be applied. 
Productive Housing Estate, Land & Market Access 
Incubator, Landed Community Kitchen, Political 
Pedagogies, Healthy Soilscape, Territorial Food Hub, 
Agroecological Park, Farming the Fragemented Land. 
Exemplary case studies of some of the blocks.
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An agroecological urbanism
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Agroecology

the application of ecological principles to the study, design and management 
of agroecosystems that are both productive and natural resource 

conserving, culturally sensitive, socially just and economically viable
Altieri and Toledo 2011; Gliessman 2012; Fernandez et al. 2013.

a practice, a science and a social movement that has been embraced by the 
international food sovereignty movement through the Declaration of the 
International Forum for Agroecology
Anderson et al. 2015:3 & Nyéleni Declaration, Mali, 27 February 2015
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https://agroecologicalurbanism.org/
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Building Blocks

Political 
Pedagogies

for Urban 
Agroecology

Farming the
Fragmented Land

Agroecological Park
Interrupt logics of 
substitution

Community 
Kitchen

Healthy Soil Scape
Territorial Food 

Hub

Embodying an ecology of 
care and more-than-
human solidarities

Productive Housing Estate
Land and Market Access 

Incubator

Building resourceful 
communities through 
empowering 
infrastructure

8 Building Blocks (BB)
3. Pathways to an agroecological urbanism

https://agroecologicalurbanism.org/
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8 Building Blocks

https://agroecologicalurbanism.org/
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Productive Housing Estate
• The right to grow. 

• The right to shelter.

• Proximity and place-based 
solidarities.

• The care for the availability and access to growing soils is a 
structural responsibility of an urban community and requires 
the needed solidarity with growers and the necessary 
support to exercise the right to grow.

• The right to live in close proximity to growing spaces is key 
to secure the sustainable livelihoods of agroecological 
growers.

• Proximity matters and is a powerful resource to foster 
mutual engagement between agroecological growers and 
housing communities both highly dependent on access to 
land. This may help to build a more inclusive land agenda, 
including the preservation of growing spaces as part of 
urban development rather than playing one against the 
other.
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Example of Oosterwold, Almere, the Netherlands, 2022

Presentation AESOP SFP conference 2024, J.E. Jansma
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Almere Oosterwold

4,300 ha and 15,000 new homes

And urban agriculture....

Presentation AESOP SFP conference 2024, J.E. Jansma
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Presentation AESOP SFP conference 2024, J.E. Jansma
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Phase (4): results
Planners and residents take responsibility for urban agriculture in 
Oosterwold

Presentation AESOP SFP conference 2024, J.E. Jansma
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Land and Market Access Incubator &
Farming the Fragmented Land

enables the next generation of 
agroecological farmers by 
institutionally supporting and 
coordinating access to land, skills, 
infrastructure and markets. 

New entrants into agroecology quickly 
encounter difficulties to develop food 
growing activities, often on many 
fronts at the same time, whether they 
are farmers in transition, professional 
neofarmers or self growers. 

experiences of farmstarts, 

alternative local supply chains 

skill sharing 

lowers the threshold for pioneers in 
agroecological production 

both on the production, processing 
and consumption side of the food 
system.
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Example Incubator
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Landed Community Kitchen
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Landed Community Kitchen
addresses the gap between social 
movements promoting agroecology 
and food sovereignty 

the reality and livelihood of farmers

vs  

community initiatives and policy 
discourses focused on food poverty, 
food justice and urban food policies,

land-based and as much as possible 
provides food sourced from 
agroecological growers

enables community empowerment 
and reskilling 

seeks to transform the broader food 
system to ensure access to healthy 
food and dignified livelihoods
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Landed Community Kitchen
There are many community kitchens 
with different goals, and the landed 
kitchen should have a connection 
with farmers, and needs to have a 
social as well as a nutrition function.

For developing a Landed one, it is 
possible to build upon existing 
facilities in semi-public buildings, 
community houses, schools, etcetera.

Photo: R. Triboi, 2025
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Healthy Soilscape
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Healthy soilscapes
Helping to recover soils for:

• carbon capture

• flooding prevention

• water management

• more nutritious food production

• supporting biodiversity

deepen people’s understanding of soil, 
and the life it supports, in all its 
complexity, and how to care for it. 

No tilling

Circular agroecology

No artificial fertilizers

No pollution / pesticides

Depletion of nutrients
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Territorial Food Hub
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Territorial foodhub
A centre or node for a wider agroecological 
food system or network related to a specific 
neighbourhood or district

provides coordination, nurturing and shared 
identity to the different food businesses 
operating within the local system

acts to connect producers, local initiatives, 
consumers and  municipality

practical support and access to assets and 
resources

helping local communities to develop a stake in 
their living places, enter in dialogue, overcome 
colonial attitudes to food, and build food 
democracy.

Selling
Processing
Education / communication
Link with farmers
Inclusive
Connecting communities
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Territorial foodhubs in Milano

Gallaratese Hub, one of three 
currently in Milan, is part of the 
city's pioneering efforts to cut 
down food waste.

Selling
Processing
Education / communication
Link with farmers
Inclusive
Connecting communities

https://spazioindifesa.terredeshommes.it/

Cascina Cuccagna in a 17th-century farmhouse preserved 
in central Milan, with spaces for culture and participation, 
has a farmers’ market, an educational garden, a library, a 
macrame and plant shop, a guesthouse, and cookery 
school.
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Building block: The Agroecological Park

New Agricultural Parks 
regenerating city-region 

landscapes

https://wiki.landscape-portal.org/index.php/Project_results_and_outputs#Report_on_a_New_Model_for_Agroecological_Parks
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Definitions
agricultural parks are designed for multiple uses that 
accommodate small farms, public areas and natural 
habitats
they allow small farmers access to secure land and local 
markets
they provide fresh food, and are an educational, 
environmental, and aesthetic amenity for nearby 
communities
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Agricultural parks
facilitate the continuity of agriculture as the practice of 
cultivating the land in urbanised landscapes
the concept as a 'park' is intended to convey its role for 
open space preservation
suggests the permanent land conservation and 
recreational use exemplified by the public park
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Agroecological parks
regaining control over the use of peri-urban land under 
urbanisation pressure
rules creating favourable circumstances for agroecological 
farming & preservation and protection of territorial assets 
against advance of the urban frontier and development of 
large scale, export oriented, extractive forms of farming
shared infrastructure, shared management, and technical 
assistance, for farming, food processing and marketing 
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Agricultural parks versus other parks

D. Fafani, 2019



34

Aims of current agricultural parks

AimsAspect
Regain control of land use  & Counter urban sprawlland usegovernance
Including stakeholders at multi levelsorganisation of 

governance Co-production by actors & co-creation of strategies
Fair income for farmers
Workplaces:production, processing, environmental protection, education

incomeeconomy

Access to land for (new) farmersland use
Promoting innovation / diversification for a sustainable production modelstability
Common infrastructure: machinery, facilities for sales, storage, 
composting.

infrastructure

Connection to urban markets / short chainssales
Providing opportunities for leisure, recreation, nature experience, mainly 
in the form of routes for walking, cycling.

well-beingsocial

Providing fresh, healthy foodfood security
Stewardship of: farmland, cultural heritage, nature areasterritorial assetsenvironment
Climate mitigation, city cooling, water retention, clean water, healthy 
soils, clean air, improving biodiversity, landscape improvement.

ecosystem services
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Comparable territorial organisation - NL
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Comparable territorial organisation - FR
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Principles for future agricultural parks -1
profitability enhancement of agriculture
locally driven market form: short chains
circular flows of  matter and energy

active land use protection 
strategies

community shared infrastructurelogistic & processing 
capabilities

civic, fair, interactive local agrifood system 

hubs in the urban area: public space for selling, 
marketing, farmers’ services provision and  education

Local Food Hubs
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Principles for future agricultural parks - 2
nature based and agroecological farming systems 
cooperative and aggregative  schemes between farmers 
agroecological patterns design
landscape aesthetic improvement and sustainability

facilitation & support 
farmers cooperation

collective intelligence and cross-disciplinary approach
involving producers, urban consumers, and policy 
environment. farm incubator place.
production pacts (e.g. community supported agriculture)
short food supply chains schemes
food prosumerism and social inclusion

common & mutual 
learning space

innovative technologies & organisation for small scaled 
farming
diversification of farming,  to meet the local food demands

place tailored farming, 
food management & 
technology
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New Agricultural Park Model - NAPM

network of agricultural parks 

concept for the organisation and structure of 
the separate parks
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network of agricultural parks 
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Example agriparcs in the city-regions of 
Milan and Montpellier

For more information on Montpellier you can visit:
https://wiki.landscape-portal.org/index.php/Montpellier_2024#Presentations_during_the_IP
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governance 
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Structure of the NAPM
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The transition between 
city and rural area is 
activated by creating 
Foodgates on specific sites. 
Public spaces connecting  
producers, processors and 
consumers.

Foodgate
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Conclusions for agroecological parks
a newly developed agricultural park cannot include all features of 
the model
it must build upon the existing local situation, civic society and 
local policies
to be successful in the sustainable development of food systems 
and foodscapes, a democratic governance, an integration of 
social, environmental, and economic goals and the production of 
healthy food for all are essential
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Pedagogic policies
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EXAMPLE: Political Pedagogies BB
- Farmer-to-farmer training, dialogos de 

saberes, and other horizontal forms of 
knowledge exchange are central in the 
political strategies of territorially grounded 
agroecological movements

- importance of political pedagogies beyond 
farmer’s immediate needs: used as tools for 
gaining political traction, building alliances
with consumers and other communities 
with a certain territory (i.e. ‘extension 
inversa’)

- Rural-oriented pedagogies: the content of 
agroecological schools and farmers-led 
learning networks, however, have been 
overly focused on rural experiences, 
practices and challenges.

3. Pathways to an agroecological urbanism
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EXAMPLE: Political Pedagogies
- Urban specific challenges need specific learning 

and strategising: especially around access to land-
housing; urban finance/funding; urban 
infrastructures; educating consumers

- How can cities become place in which
agroecological food production can thrive?

- How can agroecological farmers take up a role as 
stewards of the resources needed for 
agroecological farming (starting with soils)?

- How can agroecological farmers become part of 
urban political constituency?

- How can agroecological farming be valued in an 
urban context and be sheltered from urban 
speculation?

3. Pathways to an agroecological urbanism



49



50

An example
A Food policy council Stuttgart & surroundings

Idea, Status & Statements
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Ernährungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart
Food policy Council CityRegion Stuttgart

organizational hub: Association
(Verein)
• Foundation 30.9.2021, financially

supported since Summer 2022 City 
of Stuttgart, close cooperation

• three board members, 
management, project coordination

• aktually 15 members, coming from:  
Civil society, agriculture, large-scale 
catering, administration, research, 
food processing, regional and fair 
trade

16.03.2023 Ernährungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart 51
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ERSTR – Food policy council CityRegion Stuttgart
Our way of working

Multi Stakeholder Approach:
1/3 Civil society
1/3  Economy & business
1/3  Administration /politics / 

municipialities

The food policy council shall
provide and activate a local and 
ecological transformation of
the food system. 

19.03.2026 Ernährungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart 52

Project level

Working 

groups

Local nutition

Strategy
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Fields of action of the Stuttgart Food 
Council

19.03.2026 Ernährungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart 53

Farming and direct marketing
Climate protection
School catering & education
„Edible city“
Transports & Logistics
Campaign „Mein BISSchen mehr Stuttgart“
Fellbach AGRICULTURE meets MANUFACTURING
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Small farms and gardeners in the 
region should be strengthened 
to give citizens more 
opportunities to buy regionally 
and organically produced food -
and to make farming and 
gardening more tangible for 
urbanites. 

19.03.2026 Ernährungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart 54

Farming and direct marketing
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Food makes climate. Alongside 
transport and energy, our diet is one of 
the biggest CO2 emitters, both globally 
and locally. From a very sober point of 
view, this calculation can be made for 
our consumption behavior: Roughly 
speaking, land use, food production and 
transport contribute to about 30 percent 
of the greenhouse gases emitted 
worldwide. 

Climate protection
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Children's eating habits are strongly 

influenced in the daycare center and 

at school. Therefore, the offer of fresh 

food from the region and healthy 

preparation should be strengthened

School catering & education
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"We can't garden virtually" -
Andreas Zeger from the urban 
gardening project Chloroplast 
e.V. puts it in a nutshell: It is 
necessary to create areas for 
the cultivation of vegetables 
close to the city and to protect 
them from the land 
consumption of the gray 
infrastructure

19.03.2026 Ernährungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart 57

„Edible city“
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Transports & Logistics
What does it take for local 
gastronomy and food crafts to 
increase the share of regional, 
artisan-processed food? An 
increase in cultivation, hubs for 
information and trade, and 
infrastructure for processing. 
Local and regional solutions for 
climate-friendly logistics and 
transport should be jointly 
developed and used. 

19.03.2026 Ernährungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart 58
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Campaign „Mein BISSchen mehr Stuttgart“

19.03.2026 Ernährungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart 59

A new communication-platform for 
information, exchange, mapping and 
events - as an extension of the 
website Ernährungsrat

 Activities / Events / Education

 Places, institutions, companies

 Facts, News, Contexts

 Personalities & Positions
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ERSTR CityRegion of Stuttgart   Good practise: 
Fellbach AGRICULTURE meets MANUFACTURING

19.03.2026 Ernährungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart 60

Urban and sub-urban landuse. Problem adressed: 
Intensive agricultural & horticultural Landuse

 2,8 million inhabitants in Stuttgart CityRegion: 763 
inhabitants per square kilometer. 

 High competition in soil use // high competition 
between „gray“ and „green“ infrastructure

 Even though in the Stuttgart Region 14% or 504 km² 
of the soils are in high quality (high yielding sandy 
loam), the land use is stamped by intensive cultures 
like cereals, Mais and sugar beet, less for self-
suffency with potato and vegetable.

 Low awareness of soil health in civil society. …and 
farmers …??

 Self-sufficiency Index for Stuttgart Region: vegetables 
24%, for potato 37%, for sugar beet 114%, für cereals 
incl mais 106%
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Example of Mouans-Sartoux

https://wiki.landscape-
portal.org/index.php/AESOP4Food_seminar_2024#Se
ssion_May_23,_2024.
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What next?

Every spatial planner, urban planner, 
landscape architect, food planner needs:

to find his/her own position in the planning 
process 

&
select suitable pathways and building blocks 

for the planning domain, area or project.
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Lecture material based on 
• Food council of Stuttgart Region – presentation for LE:NOTRE Landscape Forum – April 2023.

• Agroecological Urbanism and the difference with traditional planning approaches - Michiel Dehaene

• Presentation Agriparcs- AESOP sustainable food planning conference 2024 – Jeroen de Vries

• https://wiki.landscape-portal.org/index.php/AESOP4Food_seminar_2024#Session_May_23,_2024.
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Main references agroecological parks

Dehaene M. and Tornaghi C. (2021). “Conclusions. The programmatic dimension of an agroecological urbanism”, in TORNAGHI C.,
DEHAENE M. (eds.) (2021), Resourcing an agroecological urbanism. Political, transformational and territorial dimensions, London:
Routledge; pp. 220-228

Fanfani, D. (2019) Chapter 10. Agricultural Park in Europe as Tool for Agri-Urban Policies and Design: A Critical Overview David Fanfani in
© Springer International Publishing AG, part of Springer Nature 2019, E. Gottero (ed.), Agrourbanism, GeoJournal Library 124,
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-95576-6_10

Lina María Hoyos Rojas. (2022). Progressing on urban-rural connections: An Exploratory Approach towards an Agro-park Network in the
Metropolitan Area of Lisbon. Dissertação de Mestrado, Mestrado em Ordenamento do Território e Urbanismo Fevereiro de 2022

Ville de Montpellier. (2022). Présentation du projet lauréat, Futur Agriparc des Bouisses, accessed from:
https://actu.fr/occitanie/montpellier_34172/montpellier-grand-projet-la-metropole-leve-le-voile-sur-l-agriparc-des-bouisses_55553903.html

Webpages

DeHaene, M. and H. Renting, page on Agroecological Parks that resulted the Urbanising in Place project, an international and
transdisciplinary project based on the experiences in four local cases (Brussels, London, Riga and Rosario).

https://www.agroecologicalurbanism.org/building-blocks/agroecological-park, accessed April 8, 2024.

https://wiki.landscape-portal.org/index.php/Project_results_and_outputs#Report_on_a_New_Model_for_Agroecological_Parks
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References city – regions
IPES-Food, 2021. Read the management summary. (9 pages)  A long food movement. Addresses global 
challenges and opportunities for transforming food systems towards sustainability. This comprehensive 
report emphasizes the urgent need to overhaul current food systems to address pressing issues such as 
climate change, biodiversity loss, inequality, and public health concerns. It outlines a vision for a sustainable 
food future, where long-term planning and grassroots movements play key roles.

FAO. (2018) City Region Food System Toolkit, Assessing and planning sustainable city region food systems, 
publication of FAO, RUAF and Wilfrid Laurier University. http://www.fao.org/in-action/food-for-cities-
programme/toolkit/introduction/en/ (introduction page 1-3,  schemes page 133-144 (p. 138-149 in pdf).

FAO. 2019. FAO framework for the Urban Food Agenda. Rome. https://doi.org/10.4060/ca3151en Helps to 
understand the policy context and frameworks that guide urban food systems, aligning with understanding 
sustainable food planning concepts.

Food and agriculture organisation. FAO Report : "Integrating food into urban planning“ page 18 - 32.
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References on Food Councils and Policies
https://ruaf.org/document/urban-

agriculture-magazine-no-36-food-policy-
councils/

Available in open access at:

http://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/23052


