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- Food governance, food councils - examples and principles

® Challenges and background in governance

® Agroecological Urbanism and the difference with traditional planning
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® Bucharest 6 Local Food strategy
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e Chcgllenges and background in governance — Nicole Pita of
IPE

* Agroecological Urbanism and the difference with traditional
planning approaches - Michiel Dehaene

* Bucharest 6 Local Food strategy — AESOP4food

* Additional: Food council of Stuttgart Region — presentation
for LE:NOTRE Landscape Forum — April 2023.
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Challenges and background in
governance — Nicole Pita of IPES

Corporate concentration in the agri-food §giPES FOOD
supply chain e
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FARM MACHINERY

ANIMAL
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AGROCHEMICALS SEEDS top 100 firms spending

top 6 firms control top 6 firms control

78%

>8% Graphic shows different sectors
of the agri-food chain and the
percentage of the world market
that the top firms control



Challenges and background in
governance — Nicole Pita of IPES

Corporate influence on global food governance  §iPES FOOD

- Multi-stakeholder initiatives
« Public-private partnerships

i y - Funding global food governance fora
More visible influence

Less visible influence - Corporate concentration and financial investment

- Lobbying and ‘revolving doors’ between private
and public leadership positions

- Research sponsorship
« Political donations

» Structural influence over trade and
investment agreements




Challenges and background in

governance — Nicole Pita of IPES

Bold approaches to counter the corporate takeover s‘g iPES FOOD
of global food governance spaces oo

PRINCIPLES FOR ACTION
[V ey

4 2.Democratize decision-
l making to serve the
public interest

l the grassroots upwards

/

A /

'_J 3. Build counter-power from

RECOMMENDATIONS

Introduce a UN-wide Corporate Accountability
Framework.

Create robust conflict of interest and grievance
policies and new mechanisms grounded in human
rights, that allow people’s organizations, social
movements, and other civil society actors to
participate in food governance on their own terms.

Build up autonomous processes and spaces
for claims and proposals from people’s
organizations and social movements,
especially those that build agency for
marginalized communities.
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- RESOURCING AN
®  AGROECOLOGICAL URBANISM

Political, Transformational and Territorial Dimensions

Edited by Chiara Tornaghi and Michiel Dehaeng

gia Orru- -

i 1

) Picture: Ar
N




- t . : ¥ \‘ < \
—~ S i ! . YR ‘ g

FOOD DISABLING-CITY (C.TORNAGHI) . - gwp /.
| e ) .

Z'FQODA%SAN URBAN QUESTION (M.DEHAENE) ; * -~ o~ e
~ THE QUEST FOR AN AGROECOLOGICAL URBANISM
"\' !.’, :
i 3

‘ q v g
t i = - Jb o e, .

¥ - pp— e —




From Agriculture in the city to an
Agroecological Urbanism

Urban

Frank Lohrberg
Lionella Scazzosi
Lilli Licka

Aol Timpe

Agriculture
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Agroecological Urbamsm:

The transformative pathway of urban (politiéal) agroecology M. DehJof
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URBAN AGRICULTURE

Taylor & Francis

Taylor & Francis Group

AGROECOLOGY AND SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS
https://doi.org/10.1080/21683565.2019.1680593

@ OPEN ACCESS | Gheck for pdaes

The prefigurative power of urban political agroecology:
rethinking the urbanisms of agroecological transitions for
food system transformation

Chiara Tornaghi ©* and Michiel Dehaene ®

*Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience (CAWR), Coventry University, Coventry, UK;
Department of Architecture and Urban Planning, Ghent, Belgium

ABSTRACT KEYWORDS
In recent years, urban contexts and urban-rural linkages have Agroecology; urban political
become central for scholars and activists engaged in agrarian agroecology; urbanism;

- + agroecological transitions;
questions, agroecological transitions and food system transfor. eocealogliol v basian

mation. Grassroots experimentations in urban agroecology and
farmers’ engagement with urban policies have marked the rise of
a new agenda aiming to bridge urban and agrarian movements.
Departing from the work of Eric Holt-Gimenez and Annie
Shattuck, this paper argues that the way urban-rural links have
been conceptualized is occasionally progressive, and that an agroe-
cology-informed food system transformation needs radical
approaches. Acknowledging that processes of urbanization ar]
dynamic, driven by specific lifestyles, consumption pattems, an( -
value orientations - producing ongoing suburbanization, lan
enclosures, farmers displacement and food-knowledge loss - th
paper argues that thinking transitions through new rural-urbai
links is unfit to tackle the evolving nature of these geographie
and reproduces the distinction between consumers and producer:
living on either side of what Mindi Schneider and Philip McMichad
have described as an epistemic and ecological rift.
Building on insights from four case-studies across globg
north and south, the paper reframes agroecological transitiol
as a paradigmatic change in biopolitical spatial relations, ecq
nomic values and planning agency - what we call an ‘agrog
cological urbanism’. The paper articulates a transformatiol
agenda addressing urban nutrients, peri-urban landuse, comjg€
munity food ped ies and farmers’ infi ture. N

ROUTLEDGE STUDIES IN FOOD, SOCIETY AND THE ENVIRONMENT

RESOURCING AN
AGROECOLOGICAL URBANISM

Political, Transformational and Territorial Dimensions

Introduction

In recent years, the centrality of urban contexts and
food system transformation, has become an importai
both scholars and activists engaged in agrarian quest
transitions (Tornaghi 2017; Vaarst et al. 2018;
Weissman 2014). Indeed, grassroots experimentatios
(AA.VV. 2017), and farmers’ engagement with urban

Edited by Chiara Tornaghi and Michiel Dehaene

CONTACT Chiara Tornaghi @ chiara.tornaghi@coventry.ac.uk e Centre for|
Coventry University, Ryton Gardens, Wolston Lane, Ryton-on-Dunsmore, CV8
© 2019 The Author(s). Published with license by Taylor & Francis Group, LLC.

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attr| edr ths
org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits use, jon, and rep) in ar from Routl

properly cited.
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FROM URBAN AGRICULTURE TO AN AGROECOLOGICAL URBANISM

Bicycle Urbanism
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1. Food as an urban question?

2. A transformative approach to
sustainable food planning

3. Pathways to an agroecological
urbanism



1. Food as an urban question

Global Food System map
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How have we come to experience food as a new matter
of concern in urbanism?

Food can be understood within the history of urbanization as
a question of urban political ecology in the literal sense of
the word, that is, as part of the political negotiation of those
aspects of life that are (and those that are not) made into a
collective matter of concern, worthy of urban political

attention.



a transformative agenda for thinking urbanism and
urbanisation

The food question is predominantly looked upon as a question
to be addressed ‘in the city’

rather than, a question that requires a fundamental
transformation of the city

Food as an urban guestion: a question central to the way
cities are organized, equally central as the housing question,
the mobility question, etc.
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FROM URBAN AGRICULTURE TO AN AGROECOLOGICAL URBANISM

The progressive removal of food from the urban agenda

Model of the spatial differentiation of the countryside
as a function of the cost of

labor, land and transportation

J.H. von Thiinen, Der isolirte Staat in Beziehung auf
Landwirthschaft un Nationalokonomie, 1826



1. Food as an urban question
The progressive removal of food from the urban agenda

Design of the municipal slaughterhouse of Ghent by city architect L. Roelandt ca. 1850.



The progressive removal of food from the urban agenda

3

Routes for animals into the city before and after the construction of
the slaughterhouse

K. Danneels, Good Nature in Bad Nature out, 2016



a transformative agenda for thinking urbanism and
urbanisation ?

the global food crisis is to a large extent an urban crisis
-governance challenge
-resource use
-growing inequality
-environmental pollution
-feeding a growing urban population
(Wiskerke, H., ‘Urban food systems’, 2015)



1. Food as an urban question

Hitting the boundaries of SFP

Planning is part of the problem

For many years, urban plans have
labelled periurban lands around cities
as ‘awaiting development’ and hatched
them as blank space, disregarding the
great diversity of rural infrastructures
and landscapes that distinguish one
periurban area from the other.
Urbanization proceeds regardless of
these diversities and thus has had a
detrimental impact on many peri urban
farms and rural heritage sites,
particularly in European urban regions.

llieva, R., Urban Food Planning. Seeds for Transition in
the Global North, 2016, 80

olicy Brief
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Policy
Highlights

WHY WE NEED AN AGROECOLOGICAL
URBANISM: bridging the gap between
agroecological farming and sustainable planning
goals within UN policy arenas

Current urbanisation dynamics. are the drivers of climate change, soil destruction,
biodiversity loss, people’s alienation from nature and unsustainable and unhealthy
diets. These dynamics feature the very core of a number of UN policy arenas and
international funding agencies, however often the goals of these organisations are
deeply contradictory, especially regarding the way urbanisation is addressed. The
reason, we believe, i a deep rift between agricultural debates which are dit unongod
from urban dynamics, snd urban planning and policy that are largely ignori ng m
and impact on realms. If
be achieved alongside a thriving agroecological farming sector (see note Ia |ho |hcy
require more than a reconstruction of urban-rural links: they need embracing
agroecological approaches nho i very core. An agroecological urbanism - as
illustrated in this policy brief - is a conceptual model built on innovative empirical
practises ¢ stng around the w :daldmrb ings forws anp-ld-gmancchwgvmho

ADOPT NORMATIVE FRAMEWORKS
FOR AN AGROECOLOGICAL
URoaasu

N fcicy arenss and nlermatonal
e ot 10 W-rw ch

nd food-f urban planning. This
policy brief Bmgs the following main conw:wo ns 10 the fore:

*  ltaddresses the gap and contradictory objectives between urban policy and
agricultural policy (i.e. as ilustrated in the confiict within and between UN Habitat
and UN FAQ - Agroecclogy agendas) and offers an integrative approach to

redesign a coherent UN Intersectoral policy framework

e [Itillustrates research gaps and offers di ocwnslo future research funding

and c Wb(mwhwiu‘mn

farmiand and farm assets, to make

streams on critical areas und rban fringes in
under the pressures of rbtmnlm loss of farmers, urban soils
access | lany g nexus of urban and p
farming infrastructure, etc.)
. Itoffers a omwtive lrlmevmrk for a new soil caring and food-enabling

jplanning approach based on three key principles: i) Interrupting logics of
substitution that normalise extractive and destructive urbanisation patterns -that

or e e Sevelomesd, 9 3l b
Sess etc)

ADDRESS ALL § AREAS OF RE-

ARTICULATION

UN, National and Local policy arenas.

needs 10 address and support § areas of
e

undervalue farmers ecological practices, erode farming infrastructure
and displace farmers as the cities expand - which are currently embedded in
policy and at the root of the problem; i ) Embodying an ecology of care and more-

pen.urtian soroecokogeal 106 production
wrtian planreng and urban 1003
consumgeon (See figure 1)

than-human solidari ry hy striving to creating food enabiing and farmers-centred
)B ing across the | divide,

through .mpe wring in Has!mcluro

It B and Int to

urbanization d the centrality of agroecological farmers as stewards of an

healthy p tgllr e 1 al !p age 2).These :anbosuppomd mrc.ugh

nal and local level, and we offer a range of examples from
INNOVi ou uommu mwlpvu'ucﬁrwurnond the world (see:
V‘H

Urbanising in Place policy
brief directed at UN Habitat




1. Food as an urban question?

2. A transformative approach to
sustainable food planning

3. Pathways to an agroecological
urbanism



2. A transformative approach to sustainable food planning

How encountering agroecology shifted
thinking around values and planning

e Definitions:

- the application of ecological principles to the study, design and management of
agroecosystems that are both productive and natural resource conserving,
culturally sensitive, socially just and economically viable

- ascience, movement and practice

- political agroecology: socio-ecological practice, indigenous knowledge, equity and
justice, built on soils care

* Resisting erasure
 Not an urban movement...

. Brig%gg agroecology to the urban... transforming our interest for SFP
an

- knowledge rift, epistemic rift
- positionality
- values shifts



2. A transformative approach to sustainable food planning

AESOP SFP conference 2017, 2019, 2022

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AESOP-SUSTAINABLE FOOD PLANNING

Agroecological transitions confronting climate
breakdown: Food planning for the post-

Research Centre cOventrv & )/:é
carbon city

Agroecology, Water

and Resilience UﬂFVEYSIty ‘;"

ETSAM MADRID 7-8 november 2019
Side events: 6 & 9 november 2019

Re-imagining sustainable food planning,
building resourcefulness: food movements,
insurgent planning and heterodox economics

Conference proceeding of the:
8th Annual Conference of the AESOP
Sustainable Food Planning group

Date: 14-15 November
Coventry University Technocentre, i | - y
Technology Park, Puma Way, (D

B.eluics
-

T
%%

Covery $¥1 21K anized by DUYOT, GIAU+S (Universidad Politécnica Madrid)
ps://aesopsfp.wordpress.com/conference-2019/ POLITEC

AESOP-Sustainable Food Planning Conference

Feeding the melting pot:

agroecological urbanism for
inclusive and sustainable
food practices

The Proceedings will be coming soon




2. A transformative approach to sustainable food planning

Call for a platform for an agroecological urbanism

—

s,

“From Agriculturejahggltyto?n
. -Agroecological Urbamism:

The transformative pathway of urbandpelitial) agroecology M. DehJof

AGROECOLOGICAL URBANISM...

‘What if solidarity, mutual learning, interspecies (more than human) exchanges,
environmental stewardship, food sovereignty and people’s resourcefulness were the
principles of a new paradigm for urbanisation? How would urban design, property
regimes, food provision, collective services, and the whole ensemble of planning and
socio-technical arrangements change, if they were informed by urban agroecology?
How can we begin to radically transform the food-disabling urban landscapes that
have systematically displaced food production, recovering both historical food
growing practices and imagining new urban arrangements?’ (C.M. Deh-Tor, 2017)



FROM URBAN AGRICULTURE TO AN AGROECOLOGICAL URBANISM

D nyéleni
EUROPEAN FOOD SOVEREIGNTY FORUM
26 - 30 October 2016 - Cluj Napoca, Romania

‘ # L3 Via Compesina

Intedational Peazant Movement

La via Campesina and the food sovereignty movement



FROM URBAN AGRICULTURE TO AN AGROECOLOGICAL URBANISM

==
‘ e
. s -~

= TP,

The New Peasantries

STRUGGLES FOR AUTONOMY AND SUSTAINABILITY IN AN ERA
OF EMPIRE AND GLOBALIZATION

e A -
e

Conventional Extension

Researchers develop a
technology

|

They conduct field trials at an
experiment station

{

They do more trials on a
farmer's field

Y

Extensionists set up
demonstration plots, and host
field days for farmers, and/or

visit farmers to promote the
technology

|

The peasant family adopts or
rejects the technology

Campesino to Campesino

A peasant already has a solution,
or innovates a solution, to a
problem that is common for many
peasants

}

S/he becomes a promoter of this
new or rediscovered solution

y

Exchanges are set up, where
other peasants visit his or her
farm to learn, or where s/he visits
the farms of other peasants to
share the solution with them.

y

Other peasants teach other
peasants this as well as other
solutions

Figure 2. Conventional agricultural extension versus Campesino-to-Campesino.

Source: Machin Sosa et al. (2010, 38).



2. A transformative approach to sustainable food planning

Warning: junk agroecology

JUNK

. AGROECOLOGY":
https://civileats.com/2021/  msmscmssharsasamm

04/20/is-agroecology-
being-co-opted-by-big-ag/

https://www.tni.org/en/jun
k-agroecology

— . ._
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1) URBAN AND METROPOLITAN EXPANSION ON AGRICULTURAL LAND
- ongoing sale of public farmland and farming infrastructure
- fragmentation of farmland
- farmers isolation and residualisation, rural to urban migration of
farmless/landless farmers
- ongoing speculative development: systematic undervaluing of healthy
farmlands and over-valuing of speculative opportunities on land

2) THE ROLE OF SOIL IN THE FOOD WATER ENERGY NEXUS
- nutrient depletion, difficult to restore circular soil nutrient cycles in

peri-urban contexts
- ongoing soil erosion and contamination
- energy and water challenges

3) GAP: AGROECOLOGY vs. URBAN FOOD COMMUNITIES
- urban food strategies / policies overly focussed on consumption side
- rural imaginaries predominant in agroecology community — little

mahili=atinan AfF aAarna~rAlAadi~al ArAarmMIINniFine 1N 11irlhan AANREAVEe



1. Food as an urban question?

2. A transformative approach to
sustainable food planning

3. Pathways to an agroecological
urbanism



Building an Agroecological Urbanism

Conversation Stoppers  Conversation Starters  Building Blocks  Agroecological Cities  In Conversation

TION INC ATION IN CONVERSATION IN CONVERSATION IN CONVERSATION

IN CONVERSATION IN CONVERSATION IN CONVERSATION IN CONVERSATION IN CONVERSATION IN CONVERSATION IN CONVERSATION

Coming soon: Call for Coalitions

Coming soon: Call for Coalitions Coming soon: Ci

Agroecological farmers and

cities are insufficiently
understanding and finding
each other.

Territorial coordination
of municipal public

policy

Cinturon Verde

Good Food Box
Swap Box

our bag for

2e one item in y
something different!

Building Block

Political Pedagogies

This building block aims to contribute to the

reconfiguration of the political pedagogies of the
agroecological movement in a way better fit to
address the challenges posed by current processes

of urbanisation and the residualisation of
agroecological farming.

Working and living on
protected farmland

Agricultural Colony Rosario

How can we move beyond the
conversation stoppers that
block the identification of
shared matters of concern?

Building Block

Building Block

Territorial Food Hub

The territorial food hub is an organisation that is a
central component (or node) of a wider
agroecological food system or network that
operates within, and is closely identified with, a
specific neighbourhood or district.

Farming the
Fragmented Land

The Farming the Fragmented Land building block
calls for new agroecological imaginaries that allow
distinctive food growing to transform and thrive in a
heavily fragmented territory.

Building Block

Land & Market Access
Incubator

The Land & Market Access Incubator develops
institutional support for agroecology and
coordinates this with an appropriate programme for
farmers to access land, skills, infrastructure and
markets at the same time.

Guide d'observation
et pistes d'action
b g pour des SOIS Vlvants
i en maraichage



Building an Agroecological Urbanism

Conversation Stoppers

Conversation Starters

Building Blocks  Agroecological Cities

Agroecological farmers are not busy with urbanisation or are
mostly confronted by the problems it causes. Cities do not see the
farmers and the transformative potential of agroecology.

How can we move beyond the conversation stoppers that block
the mobilisation around shared matters of concern?

Urbanist Community

It is good that environmental policies are seeing the
ecosystem services that can be derived from nature
inclusive and regenerative farming models, such as
carbon sequestration, nature or water management.
However, exclusive focus on the benefits may distract
from the farming model through which services are
provided. Sponsoring benefits does not guarantee the
transition to sustainable forms of farming. Agroecology
is more than a set of tricks, it requires intensive
engagement with the local context, and a lasting
balance between farmers' production and investment in
the regeneration of soil fertility, knowledge, and skills. If
we want lasting ecological benefits, let's start caring for
the soil carer, beginning with supportive physical and
social infrastructure.

continue the conversation ...

Urbanist Community

Food is not an urban question by default, it is only so to
the extent that urban communities (re)claim their role.
As consumption centres, cities have a high mandate and
impact to relocalise the food system. And as responsible
authority in many other areas (land policy, green policy,
etc.), cities possess many instruments that can also be
used for agricultural purposes. How do we rethink these
instruments so that they actively support a local food
system?

continue the conversation ...

Agroecological Community
{ } ] L] ] | L]
| L] ] |
*

R e on T am  maen a rar me e e B e I

Agroecological Community

At present, most cities have no coherent vision on the
agricultural land within their jurisdiction. This puts
agricultural land in a fragile position. Agroecology has a
role to play to turn this around because it has the unique
potential to break the conflict between environmental
objectives and productive objectives in the open space
arena. A growing number of cities realise that they need
specific farmers close to the city: to reach ambitious
goals around local food production, and to help realise
climate policy, to combat the loss of biodiversity, to
manage the landscape, and so on. What if agroecology
became a matter of public policy?

continue the conversation ...

Agroecological Community

Eetusfarmand-spare
us-alitheextras:

In Conversation



Building an Agroecological Urbanism

Conversation Stoppers

Conversation Starters

Building Blocks  Agroecological Cities  In Conversation

Building a common agenda around an agroecological urbanism is

necessary and promising.

Where can we start the conversation between agroecological

The agroecological park as
sheltered space and enabling
environment

Here things are different

V3 Sy
RBELA CANDIDATURE

” C :
DEVENIR AGRICU LTE\)!_!-]’RICE VIA
LESPACE-TESTAGRICOLE D'ANDERLECHT-..

©Graines de Paysans

The agroecological park is a sanctuary space, shielded from
the dominant context, in which other rules can be set and
favorable conditions for agroecological farming created. This
may come in the form of training, of specific ‘test spaces’ (asin
the Pede Valley in Brussels). This may also come in the form of
specific infrastructure (land readjustment, composting
facilities, processing facilities, machine sharing); the building
of shared management and maintenance capabilities; training
and technical assistance; cancellation of unnecessary roads,
land readjustment, the reintroduction of hedgerows, and other
small landscape elements; water harvesting infrastructure (on
and on off farm); etc. Park management may also come with
shared marketing strategies, food processing and
conservation, shared logistics, labeling etc. (Parc Agrari del

Baks | alrnamad)

farmers and cities?

Community Kitchens as Places
of Solidarity

Cooperative Housekeeping

“I will now speak of the immense impetus I
believe co-operative housekeeping would give
to farming, and the revolution it would bring to
it. [...] It will be the first aim of the co-operative
housekeepers then, [...] to secure for each
society a landed interest of its own.”

C.F. Pierce, Cooperative Housekeeping, 1870

The historical movement for co-operative housekeeping
brings the burgeoning reflection of cooperative enterprise of
the workers movement into the sphere of domestic work.
Pierce's revolution begins in the kitchen and in the de- and
reconstruction of the many social, political and economic
relations wrapped up in it. Taking control of the kitchen is
taking control of the many relations of dependency
reproduced in everyday life. Today this translates directly into
the decolonial struggle and unexpected forms of solidarity
that come out of community kitchens.

A transformative community kitchen based on the principles of
agroecology can play a pivotal role in the radical restructuring
of the entire food system, including both relations with
producers (near and afar) and urban consumers. By accessing
urban and peri-urban land or liaising with peri-urban farmers
they can contribute to develop a territorial food system,
mindful of farmers’ livelihoods. By making the food broadly
accessible, it addresses injustice in the availability of healthy
food for all. By cooking and eating together, it can break with
patriarchal and individualised approaches to food. By also
sourcing food overseas from agroecological farmers, it can
make available culturally appropriate food to a wider group of

Building on the effective use of
zoning as a counterspeculative
measure

Parque Agrario de Fuenlabrada

©Francisco Pérez Molina

Spanish cities have been able to protect farmland on the peri-
urban fringe through effective land use instruments and the
establishment of so-called agricultural parks. The measures
have been reasonably successful in stopping the destruction
of agricultural soils (Miralles | Garcia 2015, 2020) but show
mixed results when it comes to delivering a transition towards
agroecological ways of farming. Many of these agricultural
parks are situated within naturally sensitive areas. This
provides clear opportunities to link nature development and
biodiversity goals to the establishment of conditions in which
only certain farming models can thrive. Agroecology can be a
gamechanger in such a context, as it is a farming model that
can accelerate the evolution towards nature inclusive forms of
farmina and maove bavond the conflict hetweaen envirnnmental



Building an Agroecological Urbanism

Conversation Stoppers

Conversation Starters

Building Blocks

Agroecological Cities  In Conversation

An agroecological urbanism requires new transformative projects
that redefine social, spatial and political relations.

What are the building blocks around which agroecological farmers
and cities can engage together?

Productive Housing
Estate

The Productive Housing Estate looks at
complementary relationships between housing and
food growing spaces. It is set to overcome the latent
conflict between the capacity to exercise the right
to grow and the right to shelter within an urbanised

context.

Healthy Soil Scape

The Healthy Soil Scape relates the practices of soil
care to a landscape geography in which nutrient
streams can be circulated. It considers the ways in
which humans and non-humans look after each
other through the medium of soil, and how these
caring relationships can be strengthened.

Land & Market Access
Incubator

The Land & Market Access Incubator develops
institutional support for agroecology and
coordinates this with an appropriate programme for
farmers to access land, skills, infrastructure and
markets at the same time.
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Territorial Food Hub

The Territorial Food Hub is a place-based node of a
wider agroecological food system rooted in a
specific neighbourhood. It builds new economic and
social relations and enables communities to retake
control over and manage local resources.
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Landed Community
Kitchen

Landed Community Kitchens coordinate large-scale
food sourcing, food cooking, and availability of food
to large numbers of people. They bridge the gap
between agroecological movements and community
food initiatives.

Agroecological Park

The (peri-urban) Agroecological Park combines
territorial measures to protect land and soil with
specific initiatives to facilitate the agroecological
cultivation of these protected lands.

Political Pedagogies

The political pedagogies of the agroecological
movement are rural in origin and may be
reconfigured in ways better fit to address the
challenges posed by current processes of
urbanisation and the residualisation of
agroecological farming.

Farming the
Fragmented Land

Farming the Fragmented Land looks at practices
that valorize residual patches of land within the
complex land mosaic of the peri-urban fringe,
building the necessary linkages to resource the
landscape beyond the level of the farm.
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An agroecological urbanism requires action in urbanising areas
across the globe.

What are strategies at play in different contexts?

Gardening contested lands Farming the urban fringe Food systems as social systems Agroecology as public policy

f

Building an Agroecological Urbanism about this resource disclaimer



Building an Agroecological Urbanism

Conversation Stoppers

Conversation Starters

Building Blocks  Agroecological Cities

Agroecological farmers are not busy with urbanisation or are
mostly confronted by the problems it causes. Cities do not see the
farmers and the transformative potential of agroecology.

How can we move beyond the conversation stoppers that block
the mobilisation around shared matters of concern?

Urbanist Community

It is good that environmental policies are seeing the
ecosystem services that can be derived from nature
inclusive and regenerative farming models, such as
carbon sequestration, nature or water management.
However, exclusive focus on the benefits may distract
from the farming model through which services are
provided. Sponsoring benefits does not guarantee the
transition to sustainable forms of farming. Agroecology
is more than a set of tricks, it requires intensive
engagement with the local context, and a lasting
balance between farmers' production and investment in
the regeneration of soil fertility, knowledge, and skills. If
we want lasting ecological benefits, let's start caring for
the soil carer, beginning with supportive physical and
social infrastructure.

continue the conversation ...

Urbanist Community

Food is not an urban question by default, it is only so to
the extent that urban communities (re)claim their role.
As consumption centres, cities have a high mandate and
impact to relocalise the food system. And as responsible
authority in many other areas (land policy, green policy,
etc.), cities possess many instruments that can also be
used for agricultural purposes. How do we rethink these
instruments so that they actively support a local food
system?

continue the conversation ...

Agroecological Community
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Agroecological Community

At present, most cities have no coherent vision on the
agricultural land within their jurisdiction. This puts
agricultural land in a fragile position. Agroecology has a
role to play to turn this around because it has the unique
potential to break the conflict between environmental
objectives and productive objectives in the open space
arena. A growing number of cities realise that they need
specific farmers close to the city: to reach ambitious
goals around local food production, and to help realise
climate policy, to combat the loss of biodiversity, to
manage the landscape, and so on. What if agroecology
became a matter of public policy?

continue the conversation ...

Agroecological Community

Eetusfarmand-spare
us-alitheextras:

In Conversation
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No agroecology without
decolonisation

Granville Community Kitchen

Community Kitchens as Places
of Solidarity

Cooperative Housekeeping

When agroecology reorganises
your municipality

Urban Centre of Agroecology

ROSARIO

1 Agroecological Reference Center (2, 5 has)
experimentation and extension in Composting;
Free seeds; Aromatic and medicinal garden;
Eco-prepared; Native tropical trees and adaptation
of seeds to local conditions.

Modules of micro orchards

4 Garden Parks

2 Garden Parks under construction

6 Productive group gardens

3 Green Corridors of the Roads

1 Agroindustry of vegetable processing

600 young people who are training in ecological
garden

3500 Micro Huertas on terraces and balconies
6000 Families participate in the Home Garden
cycles

1 Mobile cart of the Orchard at home in the
neighborhoods

6 Fairs (700 Annual fairs)

2 Biomarkets

40 Schools work in Educational Gardens

2 Demonstration gardens in public spaces

1 Demonstration kitchen garden in the
post-prison service

1 Orchard in jail

| Kitchen garden in the center of assisted
freedom

2 Healthy Gardens in Public Hospitals

1 Agroecological Nursery

“Agroecology demands the complete reorganisation of
municipalities. People from social economy, food production,
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“I will now speak of the immense impetus |
believe co-operative housekeeping would give
to farming, and the revolution it would bring to
it. [...] It will be the first aim of the co-operative
housekeepers then, [...] to secure for each
society a landed interest of its own.”

C.F. Pierce, Cooperative Housekeeping, 1870

The historical movement for co-operative housekeeping
brings the burgeoning reflection of cooperative enterprise of
the workers movement into the sphere of domestic work.
Pierce's revolution begins in the kitchen and in the de- and
reconstruction of the many social, political and economic
relations wrapped up in it. Taking control of the kitchen is
taking control of the many relations of dependency
reproduced in everyday life. Today this translates directly into
the decolonial struggle and unexpected forms of solidarity
that come out of community kitchens.

A transformative community kitchen based on the principles of
agroecology can play a pivotal role in the radical restructuring
of the entire food system, including both relations with
producers (near and afar) and urban consumers. By accessing
urban and peri-urban land or liaising with peri-urban farmers
they can contribute to develop a territorial food system,
mindful of farmers’ livelihoods. By making the food broadly
accessible, it addresses injustice in the availability of healthy
food for all. By cooking and eating together, it can break with
patriarchal and individualised approaches to food. By also
sourcing food overseas from agroecological farmers, it can
make available culturally appropriate food to a wider group of
people. By organising forms of political engagement and
knowledge sharing within the territory, alongside convivial
initiatives, the kitchen can encourage the broader
resourcefulness and solidarity, vis-a-vis the neocliberal city.

Building Block: Landed Community Kitchen

“It is that big ecology of care, | would also say it's a
queering ecology. And by queer I mean about disrupting
and dismantling white European straight male
frameworks and contexts. And so we are decolonial in
practice, and we go beyond just being feminists, as | said
we're queer and spiritual because a lot of us are coming
with spiritual practices and beliefs. And so for us that
solidarity is collective in arriving at collective
understanding and values and each others offering
something.”

Deirdre Woods, Granville Community Kitchen

The foundations of the modern agri-food system are in
European colonial projects that have violently tried to destroy
indigenous land, land practices and foodways. And so
disrupting and dismantling white-supremacist, patriarchal and
euro-centric knowledge structures is integral to forming
agroecological economies and loczlised distribution networks.
In terms of developing urban agroecologies, this includes the
binaries of human vs. nature, urban vs. rural that underlie
urban hegemonies and limit the ways of imagining and
developing cities as agroecological places. Practices that
support the collapsing of historical binaries, through
processes of political contextualisation of urban life, re-
humanisation, and positive identity formation, are critical to
developing urban agroecologies.

Building Block: Political Pedagogies

Building on the effective use of
zoning as a counterspeculative
measure

Parque Agrario de Fuenlabrada
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Building Blocks  Landed Community Kitchen (¥)  [=]

Landed Commun Iitche

The Landed Community Kitchen addresses the gap between social movements
promoting agroecology and food sovereignty, which are overfocused on the reality and
livelihood of farmers, on the one hand, and community initiatives and policy discourses
focused on food poverty, food justice and urban food policies, which often overlook the
role and lives of farmers. The Landed Community Kitchen is (1) land-based and as much
as possible provides food sourced from agroecological growers, (2) enables community
empowerment and reskilling (3) seeks to transform the broader food system to ensure
access to healthy food and dignified livelihoods.

Why the Landed Community Kitchen?

Community kitchens exist in many forms. Some are institution-led (such as school,
prison or hospital cantines) and some are society-led (such as factory cantines, church
soup kitchens, or kitchens within collective spaces). Community kitchens coordinate
large-scale food sourcing, food cooking, and availability of food to large numbers of
people. Not all kitchens aim to subvert the food system, but a few of them have
progressive aims. They are born out of care and solidarity aims and are focused on
transforming some aspects of the food system: be it how you source the food, who
cooks it, who can access it, and at what price — if there is a price at all.

The Landed Community Kitchen addresses the the gap between social movements
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Building Blocks  Landed Community Kitchen @ E]

Vision & Strategies

Community kitchens exist today in many forms. From charity-led or church-led
approaches (mostly soup kitchens), to self-organised self-help kitchens. In its idealised
form the Landed Community Kitchen combines three ambitions:

COMMUNITY KITCHENS -M|
FOR AN AGROECOLOGICAL s
= ! URBANISM

1. Itis a land-based and agroecology-based kitchen: land-based means that it not only
sources the food externally from agroecological farmers, but that it does also grow
food to some extent (and hence it provides an opportunity to learn about the whole
cycle of food from soil care to plant growing, to harvesting, to cooking). The food that
is sourced externally comes as much as possible from agroecological farmers in the
territory/locality (so, organic short-food-chain produce), and from agroecological
farmers overseas when culturally appropriate food cannot be grown locally.

2. The kitchen has a political pedagogies programme focussed on community
empowerment (for example promoting decolonial awareness and action, i.e.
antipatriarchy, anticapitalism, anti hetero-normativity, knowledge on history of food,
exploitation in the food system, etc.) and reskilling (around soil care, plants growing,
food cooking and food-based medicine).

3. The kitchen is actively seeking to transform the broader food system, and particularly
issues of broader access to healthy food, and dignified livelihoods, by actively
P seeking to build alternative economies, rather than just food provision for a small
e . =2 3 . s group of members.
S oy IR
" S‘EAWEMAKMEM!
The Landed Community Kitchen we imagine is a place that integrates agroecological
food growing, community composting, food cooking facilities and political pedagogies
for transforming the food system. It works as a food hub, possibly run as a community
M interest company, to provide both, reskilling opportunities across the board, from field
(OOPERATIVES to fork (agroecological food growing skills, soil care training, multi-cultural cooking skills
and decolonial, ecologically sustainable food system education) and sustainable,
seasonal and affordable healthy meals to eat locally or take away.

We imagine the community kitchen to be present in local communities as much as
primary schools are, to be run by local community groups (in an intersection of diversity
of belonging, identities and ages) and to be participated and supported in a variety of
ways (funding, logistics, time, social programmes) by local businesses, schools, local
councils and the broader community. The on-site food growing and composting would



* Interrupting Logics of Substitution

* Embodying an ecology of care and Building

more-than-human solidarities Blocks for an
Agroecological
Urbanism

* Building Resourceful Communities
through Empowering Infrastructure




8 Building Blocks (BB)
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3. Pathways to an agroecological urbanism

EXAMPLE: Political Pedagogies BB

Background:

- Farmer-to-farmer training, dialogos de saberes, and
other horizontal forms o knowled§e exchange are
central in the political strategies of territorially
grounded agroecological movements

- Training and learning have been central to farmers
resilience (i.e. Cuba

- importance of political pedagogies beyond farmer’s
immediate needs: used as tools for gaining political
traction, building alliances with consumers and
other communities with a certain territory (i.e.
‘extension inversa’)

- Rural-oriented pedagogies: the content of
agroecological schools and farmers-led learning
networks, however, have been overly focused on
rural experiences, practices and challenges.




3. Pathways to an agroecological urbanism

EXAMPLE: Political Pedagogies BB

Key challenges of BB:

- Urban specific challenges need specific
learning and strategizing: especially around
access to land-housing; urban finance/funding;
urban infrastructures; educating consumers

- How can cities become place in which
agroecc_)loglcal food production
can thrive:

-  How can agroecological farmers take up a role
as stewards of the resources needed for
agroecological farming (starting with soils)?

- How can agroecological farmers become part
of urban political constituency?

- How can agroecological farming be valued in
an urban context and be sheltered from urban
speculation?




3. Pathways to an agroecological urbanism

Interrupting logics of substitution

e post-capitalist urbanism

* protection of use value / counter
speculative measures

* environmental and spatial justice

e cultivating difference and diversity



3. Pathways to an agroecological urbanism

Ecologies of Care and More-than-
human Solidarities

* care as a disruptive practice / post-productivist

practice
* humans as ‘critters’ of the soil, as care

dependent animals in the web of life
* collective interdependence beyond the human
* Land sharing/Community Land Trusts (CLT)

* Skills sharing/skills buildings

* Community resourcefulness
— territorial food hub

— healthy soil scape
—> community kitchen



3. Pathways to an agroecological urbanism

Building Resourceful Communities
through Empowering Infrastructure

e agroecology as urban public policy

* seeing what is ‘free’ for dominant farming model
and hard to resource for alternative models

* urban ‘permanent improvements’ as
decommodified assets

* the collective investment and labor involved in
maintenance






‘Agroecology demands a complete reorganisation of
municipalities. People from social economy, food
production, the environment, health and planning, they all

have to work as one multidisciplinary team.’
— Raul Terrile (Rosario), September 27, 2019



1 Agroecoloqgical Reference Center (2, 5 has) experimentation and extension in
Composting; Free seeds; Aromatic and medicinal garden; Eco-prepared; Native
tropical trees and adaptation of seeds to local conditions. Modules of micro orchards

4 Garden Parks

2 Garden Parks under construction

6 Productive group gardens

3 Green Corridors of the Roads

1 Agroindustry of vegetable processing

600 young people who are training in ecological garden
3500 Micro Huertas on terraces and balconies

6000 Families participate in the Home Garden cycles

1 Mobile cart of the Orchard at home in the neighborhoods
6 Fairs (700 Annual fairs)

2 Biomarkefs

40 Schools work in Educational Gardens

2 Demonstration gardens in public places

1 Demonstration kitchen garden in the post-prison service
1 Orchard in jail

1 Kitchen garden in the center of assisted freedom

2 Healthy Gardens in Public Hospitals

1 Agroecological Nursery




Food Systems
In Romania




Stalin’s Plan Ceausescu’s Plan Propaganda: from peasants to state farmers
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Towards a Local Food Strategy

Living Lab Bucharest District 6 (Romania)

Community of
'Prosumers’

food
democracy

community
farming

Local students: Raluca Barbu, Camelia
Bucatariu, loana Elisabeta Enache
Remote students: Maria Garcia, Carmen

: — —— Ordufa, Shashank Yadav
Source De Boer & deOlde et al 2020, Re-rooting the Dutch food system Tutor: Dr. Roxana TRIBOI

herb rich
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First Steps: Erasmus+ AESOP4Food

* Rapid diagnostic of
local food system
* Methodological

framework for
municipal engagement

* First step.in building
>¢ AESOPAFO0DCce

4 Action for Education
.” "' Spatial Organisation SLC e

and Planning For
A . ‘ ‘ #” Ssustainable Food

]
=
=}
=
o
o
w




Bucharest District 6 overview
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Figure 4: Food systems main stakeholders
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Stakeholder mapping - producers

Bucsani o
171] o Ciore
5e] y Puchenii Mari Ciorani
Finta v
Gura Sutii o BT (23
Cojasca Ciolpani Gruiu
ru @ Snagov.
Pro Detailing ao = ] 9 N
= Best Fitnéss Gym mancierior G a Pranisies Peris Psant:lggg Fierbinti-Ta
Rl =l Titu .
a%‘k'f«%'ﬁ“s. TR, = & Moara Vlasiei
Volea lalomitei(T) Piata Valea lalomitei Racari m Balotest
b sl alotesti
Chagtamin B va-lIl Policlinica Cetateaistria Lul@:{u 8a Crevedia . oorheancal Dascalu ‘B
5 Scoala Gmnm.o A .
r & quc"e:'::E::j(j" ProSpofi Arena (il Potlogi @ panasest 'B'uftea Otopeni ;
RS aiea Gt Tl Corbii Mari~. N~ A T
Mogogoaia~" 3 » o
Mao data 2024 : Afumati
Gaiseni Chitilafm o Voluntari S cos|
‘ - Bel
o co Q‘v . , "8
W Bolintin-Vale ° _Efmellmon Brénesti
atg Crevedia Mare vﬁcharest &
A : ; ernica
Roata de Jos Ogrezeni ol Domnesti " * | Ea1 PE s
Bragadiru “ ... g Popesti-Leordeni Fundeni
Marsa Clinceni  \4zarele d
' Ao Jilava
A Clejani Berceni Galt
e Bleiesti 3 A Frumusani
{ ejesti P4 1 Decembrie .
Lo ey Videle & - #
o |
CARTIER e . . @ u
BRANCUSI B : >3
Piata Apusului o
Q : @ == == e < 11 7 ot e e e e SRRy 5 S R e Ve
Mosteni 4 10 }(m Gh‘impap 20 km L,gmgéreni 40 km 50 km 60 km |
e AN Hotarele
Botoroaga NaiT &
9 Go gle My Maps Uzunu Parcul/Natural



Stakeholder mapping - certified ecological producers
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Stakeholder mapping - retail and HoReCa

Retail and Hotels, Restaurants, Catering
(HoReCa)

® farmers markets, temporary markets,
hypermarkets, supermarkets, shopping
centers

® food service, restaurants

® festivals

Available land and green spaces

® public parks, available land
® publicland, abandoned industrial
infrastructure

Civil society

® NGOs, neighbourhood communities etc.
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Stakeholder mapping - District 6 neighborhood groups

Grozavesti: green spaces and playgrounds

Favorit: transforming the old cinema into
a community cultural center

Tudor Vladimirescu: improving life quality
Callatis: improving the image of the area

Prelungirea Ghencea: improving mobility,
public spaces
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Stakeholder mapping - civil society
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Stakeholder mapping - festivals

Name Date Location Organiser
Astrofest 17-18 may 2024 Crangasi Park PS6

West Side Flower 31 may - 2 june Drumul Taberei Park PS6

Fest 2024

Open Streets 27-28 april 2024 Drumul Taberei Boulevard | PMB?

Cinema sub stele august Drumul Taberei Park, PS6
Gréangasi Park, Line Park,
Marin Preda P.
West Side Hallo Fest | 25-27 october 2024 | Morii Lake Island PS6
West Side Christmas | 28 november - 27 Drumul Taberei Park PS6

WRAL EURg,
Centrul Cultural O N

&
& *{3’
European Sector 6 S 2
Center for organising g =
events: 5 *
https://primarie6.ro/primarie_se SEETDRG
ctor6/lista-evenimente ey &

PRIMARIA
SECTORULUI 6

ot riene

PARCUL DRUMUL TABEREI
31 MAI - 2 IUNIE
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Stakeholders power map / Living Lab launch event actors

High power
7§

Bucharest Municipality

District 6 Administration

Social services

Public Domain Administration

Bucharest-lIfov Metropolitan
Area Intercommunity

NGOs facilitating
public participation

Development Association DGASPC S6
) ) Public Market
Retail companies catering administrators
environmental -
education associations
i _— — — _— — _— _— — _— _— — _— _— - Other - _— — _— _— — _— — S— S— S— — _— _— — i i
Low interest <= consumers » High interest
. Schools, preschools
. Local initiative
. groups NGOs for social
. services
Administration : Local producers
Food actors -
" Vulnerable Social services
Consumer v categories beneficiaries
NGOs Low power
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Draft a vision
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Green Strategy Workshop,
Sector 6 (April 2024)

Activity 3-day workshop in District 6, Bucharest with planners,
students, NGOs & experts.

Theme Living Lab Green Strategy integrating: Food
Highlights

® Presented Towards a Local Food Strategy for Sector 6.

® Stakeholder mapping & objectives setting.

® Linked to AESOP4Food Erasmus+.

Result

® Food integrated into wider green strategy.

® Momentum for a sustainable, community-based food

policy.




Collaborative goals setting and visioning - Project 6 workshop output

engaging with

Project 6 local council

creating the Just and Resilient Food

placing food as priority on
urban political agenda

identify funding

capacity building:
exchange programme

involvement in Horizon

Living Lab System for Everybody )
EU project
. . . engaging other institutions
engaging Academia engaging NGOs related to food
understanding and organising the
local food system
. pa.rt |.c:|patory & awgreness setting up a food ..
mapping FS raising process with local : vision
council
actors
public consultation
food strategy - plenary session
strategic gquantitative RIESOeREs Sossion
. .. - workshops
objectives objectives

- farmers market

- canteen

- food waste

- food hub feasibility study

- awareness and educational
programmes

- public procurement

- underused infrastructure

- urban aariculture

- setting up food policy
department

- initiate collaboration with city,
metro, regional

- local producers meeting

Piloting actions

- local traceabilitv and labelina

develop adapted
local regulations
and allocate budget
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Integrated and participatory food governance in District 6

IDENTIFIED
VULNERABLE
STAKEHOLDERS

" SMALL PRODUCEI!S\

IN PERIURBAN
AREAS (7) Y,

\

FEMALE LED FOOD
PRODUCTION
INITIATIVES? _/

R O 4

SMALL ARTISANAL h
FOOD PROCESSING

\_ INITIATIVES -

Social services (care homes, food banks,
==

Healthcare institutions

Schools (3 part of warm meal
programme), kindergardens (27), nurseries
(6)

Roxana Triboi, loana Enache_AESOP4Food Living Lab: Towards a Local Food Strategy for District 6, Bucharest ERASMUS+ IP_06.05.2025



Integrated and participatory food governance in District 6

BARRIERS TO BE CONSIDERED © Establish network with local NGOs and civil society

organizations to provide support in the participatory strategy.

1. Most impacted by the project are sometimes
the most marginalized

=> Ensure accessibility (timing, cover transport
fees, food, childcare provision, etc...)

¢ Map of local actors (consumers, producers, focus on
vulnerable groups who could benefit from initiative)

Establish appropriate participation strategies for local
@ vulnerable groups (ie. mediation through local NGOs,

1. Danger of replicating power dynamics, not g_’ separate working groups, etc...)
everyone feels as confident to speak LLI e .. )
=> Foster Inclusive and empowering environments (IT) D-evel(?p intuitive communication strategies ( open
© discussions, poster dissemination, participatory activities such
(good facilitation, separate working groups, as workshops in schools or community centers, public
preliminary meetings with some groups, etc) consultations, etc...)
1. ¢ omplex socio-political context : Reluctance ® Interviews and surveys among populations targeted by the

project

due to post socialist context and lack of
inclusion of food in political agendas

Include local populations in working groups that will
potentially be created for the project.

\ 4
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Communication strategy (campaign) - how to communicate with local population and other stakeholders

T EL
TLE

B>x9e 8
o8

designed by ‘& freepik

Social media channels provide a good
reach to communicate and distribute
information in public. The social media
platforms are pretty popular among
the young as well as mid age
population which can help spreading
awareness about the policies,
initiatives and events among the public.

Public events explaining local and
regional food systems to people to give
them insights on the local foodscapes,
and raising public awareness through
active engagement.

Interactive online mapping with open
access to users asking about their
favorite restaurants, or if they have any
idea for food generating open spaces, to
build an online library of the food
system. Padlet mapping can be used for
example. Also, QR codes at public places
can be used for easy public access.
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Next steps
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Proposal - Structure of the Living Lab
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Actions taken
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New Towns Institute
(NTI) Exchange (2024)

March 2024 — Network Lab #2 (Grand Paris Sud, Paris)

*District 6 Living Lab — Food Strategy presented for the first time
internationally.

*Site visits: Les Docks eco-district, Saint Lazare urban farm.
*Workshops on food systems, green infrastructure, mobility.

* Result: positioned District 6 in the European debate on
sustainable food systems.

October 2024 — Network Lab #3 (Bucharest, Drumul Taberei)

*Continued exchange, again presenting the Food Strategy Living
Lab.

*Parallel focus: informal green practices as community resilience.

*Activities: guided tours, Open Garage, theatre walk, horticultural
fields.

* Result: reinforced the role of food within wider green strategies &
New Town narratives.

Overall Outcome

*Two exchanges strengthened international visibility of Sector 6
Food Strategy.

*Showed how food systems & informal green practices both drive
resilience in urban neighbourhoods.




Capacity building: City to City
Exchange

BERGAMO Food Policy
October 2024



Bergamo (Oct 2024)

Programme highlights

® Visits to social food infrastructures
(canteens, food aid).

®* Meetings with local producers’
markets and community gardens.

®* Exploration of short supply chains
and biodiversity markets.

®* Exchange on governance through
Bergamo’s Food Policy Council.

Key outcomes

® Inspiration for building a Food Policy
Council in Bucharest.

®* Lessons on integrating local
producers and social infrastructures
into urban food policy.

® Strengthened vision for resilient,
community-based food systems.




[

Objectives:

] Showcase Bucharest’s food policy initiatives & governance
challenges

4 Connect Bergamo officials with local food producers & social
food services

[ Organize a Food Policy Workshop to discuss strategies and
collaborations

Agenda of the meeting:

Sunday, January 19th

16:00 - 16:30 | Gradina Apusului (Apusului Garden) — Presentation
of the urban garden and composting installation, hosted by the
Academy of Compost, followed by a discussion with a composting
specialist.

17:00 - 18:00 | Bacania Veche — Discussion and visit to Bucharest’s
first local grocery store featuring traditional Romanian products.

18:30 | Bacania Veche - Delicatese de Gradina — Discussions with
representatives from the Short Food Supply Chain Association on
supporting small producers and educational initiatives for young
people promoting slow food and healthy eating.

19:00 | Bacania Veche — Delicatese de Gradina (Romanian
Gastronomy Bistro with Local Ingredients) Networking Dinner

Capacity building: City to City Exchange_BERGAMO Food Policy_January 2025

TS

Monday, January 20th

09:00 — 09:45 | Asociatia Diaconia — Sfantul Mucenic Barnabas
Social Canteen - Visit to a private initiative supported by the
Social Food Program and Black Sea Food Dignity, providing
hot meals from private donations for vulnerable populations.

10:00 - 10:45 | Centre for Children with Disabilities — Aleea
Istru 4B, Bucharest - Visit to a canteen dedicated to children
with disabilities.

11:00 - 11:30 | Senior Citizens’ Centre — Strada Floare Rosie
7A, Bucharest - Visit to a canteen preparing adapted meals for
the elderly.

12:00 - 12:30 | Valea lalomitei Market — Aleea Baiut nr. 20,
Bucharest - Meeting with the market manager and local
producers.

12:30 - 13:30 | Lunch Break— Hanul Drumetului (Traditional
Romanian Restaurant)

14:00 - 15:00 | Crangasi Social Canteen - Visit and discussions
on social and food-related activities.

15:15 - 17:00 | Local Food Bank In-depth discussion on
Bucharest’s food strategy, Bergamo’s initiatives, and

participant feedback.

19:00 | Caru’ cu Bere — Festive Closing Dinner



City-to-City Exchange: Bergamo — Bucharest
19-20 January 2025 | Bucharest, Sector 6



Actions taken: Capacity building: City to City Exchange_BERGAMO Food Policy_January 2025

Objectives
* Showcase Bucharest’s emerging food policy initiatives

* Connect Bergamo’s Food Policy with local food producers & social food
services

* Organise a joint Food Policy Workshop to explore strategies &
collaborations

Activities

*  Visits to social canteens, children & elderly centres, and local markets
* Exchange with local producers & social food NGOs

* Food Policy Workshop at the Local Food Bank Sector 6

Results

* Raised awareness of food systems among local administration &
stakeholders

* Strengthened links between social food infrastructures & policy agenda

*  Commitment to move towards a Food Policy Council for Bucharest




Actions taken: Capacity building: City to City Exchange_BERGAMO Food Policy_January 2025
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Food Policy Workshop

Foundations:
*AESOP4Food diagnostic — Living Lab Sector 6.
*Fragmented governance, food security issues, gaps in waste management.

Momentum from Bergamo:

*Shared 8 years of Food Policy experience (Food Council, procurement,
education).

*Site visits in Bucharest: Food Bank, Social Canteens, Urban Gardens.

Workshop (20 Jan 2025, Food Bank Sector 6):

*Introduction to food system approach & municipal food policy.
Key outcomes:

*Awareness raised beyond municipal staff.

*Social infrastructures (Food Bank, Social Canteen) recognised as drivers of
resilience.

*Commitment to move towards a Food Policy Council for Bucharest.

Key takeaways: convince local administration to sign a formal document,
putting food on the agenda

Luni, 20 lanuarie 2025

Banca Locala de Alimente sector 6

Calea Giulesti nr. 236, sector 6, Bucuresti

Tema

Strategia alimentara a sectorului 6 Bucuresti
FOOD POLICY Bergamo

Coordonator: dr. Roxana Triboi

Program 15:15-17:00

Introducere & Context
Prezentare succintd a agendei si obiectivelor intalnirii

Prezentare strategia alimentara Sector 6 Bucuresti
Situatia actuala si initiativele in desfasurare
drd. loana Enache_Living Lab strategie alimentard sector 6

Prezentare 8 ani de politica alimentara la Bergamo
Experienta delegatiei Bergamo; posibilitdti de adaptare la Bucuresti
Nadia Tonoli_reprezentant Food Policy Bergamo

Masa rotunda
Fiecare participant se prezinta si isi expune interesul:
Banca Locala de Alimente
ALAS
Social Food
EIT Food
Academia de Compost

Colectarea ideilor
Grupuri tematice pentru prioritati comune

Concluzii & Pasii urmatori
Structurarea recomandarilor si actiunilor viitoare

m Co-funded by



Learning from
Bergamo

8+ years of Food Policy experience
Food Council: 40 stakeholders

Lessons: short food supply chains,
procurement, governance

Accelerated transition in Bucharest




Ambassadors for Climate Neutrality
Food Systems Training (28 Feb 2025)

Training session with staff of District 2 Municipality on
sustainable & resilient food systems.

Activities:
 Introduction to urban food systems:
challenges & solutions.

- Presentation of Living Lab — Bucharest
District 6 Food Strategy + other policies.

- Interactive workshop inspired by the
Food Collage - mapping
interconnections & proposing local
solutions.

Aim: strengthen municipal capacity to integrate food into
climate neutrality agenda.
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Social Innovation for Access to
Food (6 May 2025)

Part of Erasmus+ Intensive Study Programme Community
Learning for Local Change.

Hosted at the Local Food Bank, District 6, Bucharest.Integrated
into the Living Lab — District 6 Food Strategy.

Combined educational activities, workshop, and field
exploration.

Food systems as drivers of social innovation and resilience.

Linking food aid infrastructures (Food Bank, Social Canteen)
with long-term urban food strategies.

Education & awareness: connecting students, practitioners,
and local communities.

Raised visibility of the Food Bank as a key social infrastructure.

Strengthened the role of the Living Lab — District 6 Food
Strategy in European knowledge exchange.

~for/Acces toFood

s Localhde migrts”
k-

o
In the framework of the ERASMUS+ Intensive Study BANCA 3
Programme “Community Learning for Local Change” localadltmente

and the Living Lab —Food Strategy Bucharest, District 6

sector 6

Living Lab Experience

Social Innovation

Schedule 6 May 2025
Student involvement and observation 10:00-11:00
of children educational activities

Participants will observe and engage in interactive workshops for school ~ *

children, focused on sustainability, health, and food education.

Workshop session 11:00-12:00

Introduction to Food Planning and Food Systems Challenges by
dr. Roxana Triboi

Presentation of the Living Lab — Food Strategy Bucharest,
District 6, by PhD student loana Enache

Introduction to food aid practices and the collaboration with
the Local Food Bank District 6 by Food Bank representative

Discussion on local challenges 12:00-13:00

over lunch
Buffet style with vegan and vegetarian options. Surplus food will be
donated to the night shelter, plate leftovers will be composted on site.

Guided tour of the Food Bank District 6 13:00 — 13:30
Participants will explore the logistics of food redistribution and social support
systems implemented locally.

Location

Local Food Bank 6th District, Bucharest
Calea Giulesti nr. 236, sector 6, Bucharest
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INTRODUCTION TO THE FOOD BANK

Banca Locala de Alimente sector 6 is a community based program that collects and stores food taken out of the
commercial food chain and distributes it to those in need.
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CONECT WITH LOCALS

My company works
with "SNICK” that

provides sustainable

1 wil talk to my higher
people from my
company.

packaging

Community activi
needed that can be
organised in weekly

schedules In classrooms

The food bank should be open up to
be visited by the people.

s are

The people visiting food
bank live alone and are only
focus on their survival.
‘There should be an
Inclusive place where
people feel themselves and
‘welcomed.

“If I can’t be myself at the
table, I'd rather not come.”

SOCIAL BUSINESS MODEL CANVAS

Key processes.
+ Distribution
- Logistics (cooking
and packing)
+ Awareness

Key resources
+ Support of volunteers
+ Involvement of lecal
communities
+ Promotion and social
recognition

Value proposition

+ Providing a collaborative
platiorm for similar
associations o grow
together

+ Working on the
sustainability standards
to avoid larger problem
of plastic waste in the
future

+ Working on gradually
raising the social
awareness

A%
S
Key products and
services
- Sustainable food
- Packaging circular
- Economy with fike
minded associations

&
Channels
~ Community kitchens
« Student cooking
‘events

To organise fleld trips
to open up kitchen
activities

I already contribute 3.5% of
my tax with the foodbank.
Will try to encourage more.

people.

Customers
+ Public funding
Platforms
+ CSR's
+ NGO's and similar
assoc

Beneficlaries.
+ Underprivileged

Children
+ Communities in need

B g via various
social platforms

« Environmental
benefits.




Peer Learning in Niltfer
Integrated Municipal Food Systems

Cleverfood Horizon / Eurocities coordinated Peer

Learning program
* Discovery of a coherent, publicly coordinated food model.
* Strong rural-urban linkages through hubs, markets, and
cooperatives.
* Lesson: municipal leadership can anchor sustainable food
infrastructures

Visits :

Agricultural Analysis Lab — soil analysis and counciling for farmers.

Hasanaga Food Hub — processing local produce with local brand

Altinsehir Neighbourhood Garden — citizen participation & community resilience.
Nilufer Bostan Sales Points — local brand produces sold in urban neighbourhoods.
Konak Farmers’ Market — showcasing regional products & short food chains.




European Recognition
& Networking

* Represented Sector 6 at the Rome
International Workshop (AUR & Rome
Food Policy Council).

® Participated in Urban Future
Conference (WRI roundtable) — only
food-focused session on urban
sustainability.

* Recognition by Eurocities & Cleverfood
as an emerging food policy actor.

® Positioning Bucharest within FOOD
2030 Networks & EU peer learning.




Sector 6 Local Food Strategy:

Timeline (2024-2025)

Apr 2024 - Green Strategy Workshop (Bucharest)
. Food integrated into the broader green strategy.
* Stakeholder mapping & community engagement.
Jun 2024 — AESOP4Food Presentation (Erasmus+)

* First international presentation of Living Lab approach.

. Positioned Sector 6 in European food planning debates.

Oct 2024 - Exchange Visit to Bergamo (Italy)

* Learning from a mature Food Policy Council.

. Inspiration for governance & short food chains.

Jan 2025 - Food Policy Workshop (Bucharest)

. Awareness raised beyond administration.

* Social infrastructures recognised as resilience drivers.
. Commitment towards a Food Policy Council.

Feb 2025 — Training, District 2 Food Bank

* Municipal staff trained on food systems & resilience.

. Living Lab methodology shared inter-district.

Mar 2025 - Network Lab #2 (Grand Paris Sud)

. Showcased District 6 as a Living Lab case.

* Lessons from eco-districts & urban farming in Paris region.
May 2025 — Erasmus+ Living Lab (Food Bank, Bucharest)

* Students & local actors engaged with food infrastructures.
. Strategy embedded in European peer learning.

May 2025 — Romania BIP Presentation

* Shared Living Lab insights in national Erasmus+ network.
. Highlighted role of food in local resilience.

Jun 2025 — Peer Learning Niliifer (Turkey)

. Coherent municipal food system model.

* Lesson: municipal leadership anchors resilience.

Jul 2025 — WRI Focus Group (Europe-wide)

® Action framework for sustainable diets.

. Defined Continue / Start / Pause actions for Bucharest.



Final Reflections — Bucharest, Sector
6 (2024-2025)

Strategic Thinking

* Food systems framed as part of urban resilience & green transition

» Positioned food on the political agenda through Living Lab approach
Romanian Context

« Post-socialist cities: food governance = not a tradition

 Built momentum with external resources: Erasmus+, EU peer
exchanges, Horizon initiatives

What We Managed to Move

- Connected social infrastructures (canteens, Food Bank) with food
policy
* Created cross-sector collaborations and visibility at EU level

 Opened the path towards a Food Policy Council for Bucharest



How do we truly motivate
local administrations to
commit?

Open question



Ernahrungsrat
StadtRegion Stuttgart

An example

A Food policy council Stuttgart & surroundings
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Ernahrungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart
Food policy Council CityRegion Stuttgart

STUTTGART | &

o JETZT
% KLI

organizational hub: Association (Verein)

* Foundation 30.9.2021, financially supported since
Summer 2022 City of Stuttgart, close cooperation

* three board members, management, project
coordination

* aktually 15 members, coming from: Civil society,
agriculture, large-scale catering, administration,

research, food processing, regional and fair trade
R BBE ey |

Ingo Plessing | Christina Pittelkow Bettina Lutterbeck Uli Ostarhild Jana Gutzat
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ERSTR - Food policy council CityRegion Stuttgart

Our way of working:

Multi Stakeholder Approach:
1/3 Civil society
1/3 Economy & business

1/3 Administration /politics /
municipialities

The food policy council shall
provide and activate a local and
ecological transformation of the
food system.

17.09.2025
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Der Erndahrungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart

Zivilgesellschaft,
NGOs Verwaltung, Politik

ecological sustainable

Food System Transformation Food System

Climate

friendly

Hochschulen und

Unternehmen
Forschung
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Fields of action in our local food system



Farming and direct marketing

Small farms and gardeners in the region should be
strengthened to give citizens more opportunities
to buy regionally and organically produced food -
and to make farming and gardening more tangible
for urbanites.
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Climate protection

Food makes climate. Alongside transport and
energy, our diet is one of the biggest CO2

emitters, both globally and locally. From a very

sober point of view, this calculation can be
made for our consumption behavior: Roughly

speaking, land use, food production and

transport contribute to about 30 percent of the

greenhouse gases emitted worldwide.
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School catering & education

Children's eating habits are strongly influenced in the
daycare center and at school. Therefore, the offer of
fresh food from the region and healthy preparation

should be strengthened

22
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,Eatable city”

"We can't garden virtually" - Andreas Zeger
from the urban gardening project
Chloroplast e.V. puts it in a nutshell: It is
necessary to create areas for the cultivation
of vegetables close to the city and to
protect them from the land consumption of
the gray infrastructure
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Transports & Logistics

What does it take for local gastronomy
and food crafts to increase the share of
regional, artisan-processed food? An
increase in cultivation, hubs for
information and trade, and infrastructure
for processing. Local and regional
solutions for climate-friendly logistics and
transport should be jointly developed and
used.
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Der Ernahrungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart
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Campaign ,,Mein BISSchen mehr
Stuttgart”

A new communication-platform for information, exchange, mapping

and events - as an extension of the website Ernahrungsrat
- Activities / Events / Education

- Places, institutions, companies

- Facts, News, Contexts

— Personalities & Positions
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6 initial Workshops on 6 Topics
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6 Initial Workshops on 6 Topics (Mar-Apr. 2023)
Agriculture&Marketing, Areas, Food Hub & Logistics, Climate protection, Communication, (school-)

Catering

Neue Lieferdienste Mehr Bfo in der Region e Sig:herung offener g’ CO2-Footprint in der Lieferkette Klimaschutz
Handiwepiche Urban Gardening RN e Flachen Sadiis Urban Gardening ;‘E Wochermaras Bedarfe, Ange.bote, Meni;en :
Lebensmittelverarbeitung S'o ; 5 Neue Lieferdienste  Bio-Gemise aus der Region

stadticker  Klimaschutz 3= BloMustaTRagtan Landschaftsplanung g He e
3 S 5 £ = g Wertschdpfung vor Ort
=5 S : £
8 N ‘S’ a g Urbanes Griin nutzen Mietécker é’ 4{_2 = P 9 Neue Betreibermodelle R
S5 e 2 — H =~
Ha N = = % [} £ 3
€5 3 Erzeugung & e 2 F/OCheﬂ Biodiversitit  § 8 z
28 3 Vermarktun ¢ 3 : 5 3 :
% 3§ er g S £ 2 ; Klimaschutz < 5 : . 2
5 8 g 'S Efgsgilrflﬁgung 1eb 2 5 E-Mobilitat & Kurze Lieferketten Bio—Reg]o~Cater|ng g
E i 8 2 1 Urbanes Grin erleben 5= 5] g
Mieticker @ Frlsches ObSth‘,g‘ Werbung & 3_ = £ = E Start-up Hub Lebensmittel-HANDWERK  §
Eondtub | SCINUSBIYON hier  Ofientlchieitaarbil -§ mehr Bio in der Region plmencle % E Best Practice international
StadtRegion Stuttgart - 3 it ]
Kleine Betriebe starken @ Landschaftserlebnis : Datenbanken & Sicherheit Gastronomie
Flachen sichern Produktionsstandort
Regionale Hilsenfriichte £ Regionaler, sozialer & Nachfrage
o Lieferkette e 9 ] £ klimafreundlicher 2 von Grofkiichen
= Transport =2 3 D ; ; | g ] e 2 & Caterern
=) Konsum ] L 2 C 3 > n d ] .. Sensibilisierung o
= : : 4 B 8 Bildung 2 £ Bio-Anteil g
= Pilotprojekte g @ = : = S ;
‘© 2 ] %E uf igruppe =% ?‘é & Lokaler Bezug 5 ¢
Ty 5 - & T : )
] D]
FR Klimaschutz I Kommunikation - AuBer-Haus-Verpflegung
3] = g
L= - ) A P 7 7 8 ©w
N CO2-Menus Carbon Footprint . NEEE tion @ Restaurant, Mensa 5 Wertschitzung vermitteln
@ i . - SL 2 X C . a
= b Regional & saisonal _ er Kantine :
E Carbon Farming eg ; Od % Schulessen SlS
Gesund & geschmackvoll 3

Beitrag zur Bildung

Reduktion von Treibhausgasen
Veranderung in den Gro3kichen
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Ernahrungsrat
StadtRegion Stuttgart

About HUMUS — Soil mission of the EU-Commission
Uli Ostarhild — Landscape Forum IBA 27 / Nirtingen 30.6. 2023

Healthy Municipal Soils



Healthy Municipal Soils is a 3-year project (2023-2026) funded under
the European Union’s Horizon Europe research and innovation
programme and run by an international consortium of 18 partners.

Global soil degradation reflects a lack of appreciation
for the value of healthy soils for people and planet.
Municipalities are at the forefront of local soil
management, regulation, innovation, and community-
building and are thus pivotal for promoting soil health.

» Develop a shared understanding of soil health
» Build social dialogue and collaboration
* Create knowledge sharing opportunities

» Empower regional and local stakeholders to create
contextual soil health solutions

« Foster dialogue, capacity building, and exchange of
best practices

* Encourage social innovation

- [ 4
As part of the EU Soil In addition to raising
M|5§|on, the HUMUS Key facts awareness_about soil health,
project engages and the project empowers
activates municipalities HuMUS focuses on all communities to create
and regions to protect and types of soil and land use, suitable local solutions for
restore soil health. not only agriculture themselves.

About the EU Soil Mission

The Soil Mission aims to lead the transition to healthy soils via
sustainable soil management. For this, the European Union fosters
knowdedge exchanges, dialogue, and awareness raising on the value of
soil health and its challenges and solutions across Europe. The
inclusion of marginalized or vulnerable communities contributes to a
shared understanding of the challenges and help co-create solutions to
protect and restore soil.

HUMUS is the only project implementing the EU Soil Mission that is
targeting public administration at local and regional levets.

J .
M Ernahrungsrat

Toecona e e Ty.y.w:.v.m._—,w g
. Nordrhein- Westfalen ctae@x P ) Louis Bolk
R . :
A — e R e
moEny g (TRDM . roTere éﬁb HOHENHEIM

IERA Funded by Contact humusprojectey info@humusproiectey  [in] ﬂ n
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ERSTR CityRegion of Stuttgart

Good practise: Fellbach AGRICULTURE meets MANUFACTURING, project of the IBA27

Schwabisch Hall

Schwibisch
Hall

J
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ERSTR CityRegion of Stuttgart
Good practise: Fellbach AGRICULTURE meets MANUFACTURING (IBA27)

Urban and sub-urban landuse. Problem adressed:

Intensive agricultural & horticultural Landuse

2,8 million inhabitants in Stuttgart CityRegion: 763
inhabitants per square kilometer.

High competition in soil use // high competition between
»gray” infrastructure and ,,green” infrastructure

Even though in the Stuttgart Region 14% or 504 km? of the
soils are in high quality (high yielding sandy loam), the land
use is stamped by intensiv cultures like cereals, Mais and

sugar beet, less for self-suffency with potato and vegetable

Low awareness of soil health in civil society. ...and farmers
??

Self-sufficiency Index for Stuttgart Region: vegetables 24%,

for potato 37%, for sugar beet 114%, fiir cereals incl mais
106%
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ERSTR CityRegion of Stuttgart
Good practise: Fellbach AGRICULTURE meets MANUFACTURING (IBA27)

Soil Mission Specific Objective: Creating spaces for .I.u -
soil fertility & biodiversity by fostering Y. T Fellbach

Projekt

multifunctional soils & greens

HuMUS

Healthy Municipal Soils

* Less sealing of soils in urban & suburban
development

= keep soils healthy // creating more multifunctional
use for soils, e.g. for agriculture, for biodiversity and
for local recreation space

14 y. T
A

* Opening the dialogue between farmers & civil society
(and manufacturing) by events and information in the
landscape

FS

* Information & education for regional & ecological
grown food, including “soil literacy” in the civil
society & farmers

= Creating green spaces for e.g. => citizens acers //

urban gardening “biodiv-spaces” @
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ERSTR CityRegion of Stuttgart

Participative methods & Key Stakeholders

= Actually: establishing working groups in 6 areas of ERSTR: HuMUS
Land use, marketing, communication, catering, logistics, Healthy Municipal Sois
climate etc Sicherung offener =
[ =
» Networking with other projekts (IBA 27, BioMusterRegion, Flachen Urban Gardening N
Ecofarming associations) ) ) Stadt- & i
. . . . o o BioMusterRegion La ndschaf-tsplanung o
* Focusing on soil health & multifunctionality in existing s GG HUGGE = £ 2
working groups % Ietacker z &
= @
= Targeting on farmers // cooperation with “official” 92 sl Biodiversitat c
(municipial) agricultural extensionists (??) E F/OChen 8
| - ~
= Closing the gap between knowing and action. How can -Cz nachhaltige Klimaschutz =
consumers (and deciders) be informed and convinced for 2 Freizeitnutzung Urbanes Grin erleben 0'E
regional and ecological grown food....and healthy soils = ~/ ¢ . -
& slea’e % mehr Bio in der Region Zmende 23
— Landschaftserlebnis

* Networking and raising awareness on different levels / in
different communities: Landscape planning, Agriculture,
Catering, Climate Protection, Science

Produktionsstandort

*  Mapping good practice & examples on websites & platforms ) ~lz . — \
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StadtRegion Stuttgart

About FOSTER
Uli Ostarhild — Landscape Forum IBA 27 / Nirtingen 30.6. 2023



Der Ernahrungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart

Sst
: ‘\.\ng i
IR

’
e
G T
)
2
c
6&‘

% Arb e'\\"'é
$ N,
C—
—
]

“%pen

20

Erndhrungsrat StadtRegion Stuttgart

119

16.03.2023



FOSTER

Advanting SeCiRs 68 Sy MnEWAES

SYSTEMS Natural systems

Human systems

DRIVERS

Food system

FOOD SYSTEM
SUPPORTING SERVICES OUTCOMES
e.g. logistics, finance, communication, research and technology, education
Demographics &

development

) ( Food & nutrition
security
Consumption >—=
_ﬁ

4

Technology
>3 Environmental
- % tainability
Markets sus
) PRODUCING PROCESSING RETAILING CONSUMING
Climate &
environment .
> Economic &
: - social well-being
Policy & geopolitics N Z -
—— 4 ~ e
Ressources & Energy e - o T )
INSTITUTIONAL ENVIRONMENT i
EEEEEEE— ; - - i
e.g. laws and regulations, standards, norms, informal rules, organisations :

adapted from

) Fores
Feedback )) Foresightgrood




AESOPAF0OD
What next? T

Every spatial planner, urban planner,
landscape architect, food planner needs:

to find his/her own position in the planning
process

&

select suitable pathways and building blocks
for the planning domain, area or project.



