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Clair, Loup et Guiral, 

A territorial Legend  

1 



3

1 
Geography:  
The importance of the section 
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1 
Geography:  
The importance of the section 

Patrick Geddes 
The Valley Section, 1925 
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1 
Geography:  
Plains and Reliefs 
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Agricultural Landscape:   
The importance of the vineyards. 
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1 
Geography: 
The Water is a key element. 



9

Via Domitia 
Ambrussum. 

2 The role of Geography in understanding history  
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Via Domitia 

2 
A powerful link 
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A link which is still a 
structural element 
for this territory  



12

3 
Geography: 
Water : wetlands have defined the territory  
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Montpellier. 
Monte Pestelario. Monspessulanus  

4 Montpellier, up on the hill.  
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Montpellier. 
La place royale du Peyrou, 1766. 
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16Montpellier. A.Niquet, 1724.



17

Montpellier. 
La place royale du Peyrou, 1766. 

4 Montpellier, up on the hill.  



18

4 
Montpellier. 
La place royale du Peyrou, 1766. 

Montpellier, up on the hill.  



19

Montpellier. 
La place royale du Peyrou, 1766. 

4 Montpellier, up on the hill.  



20

4 
Montpellier. 
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21

Montpellier. 
La place royale  
du Peyrou, 1766. 

4 
Montpellier, up on the hill.  
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Montpellier and its 
territory  

Minute de vérification de la carte  
de Cassini pour Montpellier  
et ses abords, 1775.
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Montpellier.  
J.Cassan, 1825.
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Montpellier.  
J.Cassan, 1855.
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5 Montpellier, 1950 / a small town 
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6 

La Mission Racine: the touristical seacoast development  
Les années 60/70

"Nous n'avons jamais été modernes."  
Bruno Latour 
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Schéma Directeur unité touristique Grau-du-Roi–Palavas 
Source: Fond BALJE-C-64. Dossier 373 IFA 104/4. Centre d’Archives d’architecture du XXe siècle de l’Institut français d’architecture

6 
La Mission Racine 
Les années 60/70
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La Mission Racine 
Les années 60/70
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5 Montpellier, a constant growth. 
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Un phénomène national 
> mais avec une forte intensité au Sud 



World Bank / March 27th / Stéphane BOSC | The Explosion of the City
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Nord-1950 



Nord-1980 



Nord-2000



SOURCE: SCOT Montpellier, diagnostic.



 la explosión de la ciudad | Montpellier  
dispersión territorial + importancia de la escala municipal, cada uno su propio desarrollo 
 
 
  
 
  

SOURCE: SCOT Montpellier, diagnostic.



La métropolisation du territoire. 



La métropolisation du territoire. 



The Explosion of the City 
• The change in the traditional dynamics of urban growth; leading to an increase in the population 

of town and regions that are increasingly distant from the metropolitan centre. The metropolitan 
centre experiences population loss,  

• Decentralization of industrial and less value added tertiary activities to the metropolitan 
periphery. This occurs within the context of changes to the productive system and in 
telecommunication technology,  

• The relocation of housing to increasingly distant regions, in most cases induced by the high 
price of housing, or following decentralized employment. Old developments of secondary 
housing are converted into new neighborhoods for permanent residence, and new residential 
neighborhoods are occupied in the most distant metropolitan municipalities,  

• A notable increase in the flow of people and goods, with an accompanying increase in extensive 
and intensive use of the territory. This is a consequence of territorial dispersion of housing, jobs, 
services, etc… 

• The appearance of new locations for tertiary activities and large polarized facilities along the 
arterial road infrastructure. These are the emerging elements of a new metropolitan landscape, 
superimposed on the old orders of the compact city and territorial dispersion,  

• The continuing loss and insularisation of ‘natural’ spaces (woods, agricultural areas, riversides, 
etc…) and the excessive ‘mineralisation’ of adapted open spaces,  

• Some internal restructuring operations (for areas with new centrality) in large and medium sized 
towns (for areas with new centrality) in large and medium sized towns, in which the tertiary 
sector and facilities generally plays an important role. 

Antonio FONT.  
Coordinateur scientifique.  



The metropolisation of the territory. 
New territorial hierarchies.  
An abuse of the terms like complexity and fragment was registered: such 
words were used to explain everything. As far as territorial phenomena is 
concerned, it is extremely important to look at its scale.  

Dispersion and the metropolisation of the territory do not belong to different 
ages; on the contrary they are related to each other. Dispersion causes the 
metropolisation of the territory and this one avoids dispersion from 
empooring the social and private life. It also helps in generating economic 
growth and social development.  

The term metropolisation indicates the tendency toward integration in 
different urban areas and territories.  

Francesco INDOVINA. 
Coordinateur scientifique.  
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6 Montpellier, la place de la Comédie, 1984. 
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7 
La Mission Racine 
Les années 60/70

A dramatic Urban Sprawl. The French California  
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7 A dramatic Urban Sprawl. The French California  
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7 A dramatic Urban Sprawl. The French California  
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8 Montpellier 2040 
P.Vigano, B.Secchi  

La question de l'eau 
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8 Montpellier 2004 
O.Tarraso, J.Espinas
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8 Montpellier 
étude Phytolab

La question des infrastructures et des sols  
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8 Montpellier 
la renaturation
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8 Montpellier 
la renaturation
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Patrick Geddes, 1854/1932

9 Montpellier 
The Scientific Ecosystem 
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9 Montpellier 
The Scientific Ecosystem 
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Etang de Thau Hérault. 
Photographie: David Huguenin.

10 Montpellier 
A sensitive look
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Bédarieux, Hérault. 
Photographie: Raymond Depardon, 2007.

10 Montpellier 
A sensitive look
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10 10 

Montpellier 
Agnès Varda,  
Pointe courte. 

Montpellier 
A sensitive look
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10 10 Montpellier 
un regard sensible, un projet exigeant. 



68

Montpellier and its territory: the “folies” 
La Mogère, 1715
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Montpellier and its territory: the “folies” 
Flaugergues, 1696
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Montpellier and its territory: the “folies” 
Engarran, 1730
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Montpellier and its territory: the “folies”
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Montpellier and its territory: the “folies”
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Montpellier and its territory: the “folies”
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Montpellier and its territory: the villages 1891



75

Montpellier and its territory: the vineyards, 1900
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Montpellier and its territory: SCOT, 2004
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Montpellier and its territory: SCOT, 2004
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Olivier Guichard, ministre de l’Equipement et du Logement, 1973. 
« Une société unie n'est pas une société sans différences, mais une société sans 
frontières intérieures » 

Il signe en 1973 une circulaire marquant la fin de la construction des grands ensembles. 

« Ils ne correspondent plus aux aspirations des français. Dans la mesure où ils 
sont très grands, ils sont un facteur de ségrégation sociale ! » 

Le revirement des années 70.  
Une nouvelle politique du logement. 
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La densité, une question récurrente. 
> Le Corbusier 
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Urban Sprawl 
Broadacre City. Frank Lloyd Wright, 1935. 
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Patrick Geddes 
> 1854/1932 
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Gion A.Caminada 
> Vrin. 
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Gion A.Caminada 
> Vrin. 
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