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CONTEXT AND SETTING

Qutab Minar

Historical Rural settlement

Mehrauli-Gurgaon Road

Hauz-e-Shamsi – water Tank

Metro Station

Ladha Sarai- historic Resting hub

Archaeological Park

Adam Khan’s Tomb at Hillock

Flower garden



CONTEXT OF THE PARK

Source: Discovering Mehrauli | Video in YOUTUBE
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THE UNEXPLORED PLETHORA

Source: Mehrauli Archaeological Park and its Surroundings | World Monument Fund – American Express Funding Initiative by INTACH 

1. Azim Khan’s Tomb

2. Balban’s Tomb (1266 – 87)

3. Metcalfe’s Folly (1835 – 1853) 

4. Metcalfe’s Bridge (1835 – 1853) 

5. Metcalfe’s Boat House (1835 – 1853)

6. Quli Khan’s tomb ( 1840)

7. Rajaon Ki Baoli ( 1506 )

8. Gandhak Ki Baoli ( 1506)

9. Jamali Kamali’s Mosque and Tomb ( 1528 )

10. Tomb and Wall Mosque 

11. Dadabari jain Mandir

12. Jahaz Mahal ( 1700 )

13. Hauz-e-Shamsi (1230 )

14. Jharna ( 1700 )

15. Qila Rai Pithora ( 1100 )



INTERPRETATION OF NATURAL RESOURCE AND BUILT SETTING THROUGH REDUCTIVE ANALYSIS – PHYSIOGRAPHIC FEATURES 

Source: Mehrauli Archaeological Park Heritage | Landscape Thesis | School of Planning and Architecture- New Delhi
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BUILT FORMS RESPONDING TO NATURAL SETTING

Source: Mehrauli Archaeological Park Heritage | Landscape Thesis | School of Planning and Architecture- New Delhi



MEHRAULI SITE ASSETS – TANGIBLE AND INTANGIBLE EXTANTS

Source: Author | Landscape Design Studio-2014 | School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi

HISTORIC MONUMENTS REGULATIONS IN INDIA



DESIGN WITH NATURE EXEMPLAR – HAUZ-E-SHAMSI & JHARNA -– RELEVANCE OF THE CASE SELECTION 

Source: Author | Collaborative Studio-Landscape & Urban Design 2014 | School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi



JHARNA – LANDSCAPE PLANNING PRINCIPLES – “DESIGN WITH NATURE” -DESIGN WITH WATER

Source: Author | Collaborative Studio-Landscape & Urban Design 2014 | School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi



JHARNA – LANDSCAPE PLANNING PRINCIPLES – DESIGN RESPONSES AND HUMAN EMOTIONS

Source: Author | Collaborative Studio-Landscape & Urban Design 2014 | School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi



Source: Author | Collaborative Studio-Landscape & Urban Design 2014 | School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi

HAUZ-E-SHAMSI & JHARNA – EXTANT LAYERS – THE UNSEEN THREATS



THE CHALLENGES TO THE HERITAGE PARK – READING FROM THE CONTEXT

Qutab Minar – Protected Monument –
Maintained visitor’s place of attraction

Blurred and undefined boundary 
conditions encourage trespassing and 
encroachment from settlement

Major transportation corridor 
intercepting the vegetation cover 
watershed

Urban sprawl and unplanned 
development disrupting the water flow 
from tank to Jharna inside the Park



THE CHALLENGES TO THE HERITAGE PARK

CHALLENGES
ECOLOGICAL ANTHROPOGENIC

1. Introduced invasive species Prosopis juliflora by British Ruler

2. Alteration of Terrain to accommodate Lawns 

3. Intercepted Drainage pattern

1. Encroachment by village settlements at surrounding

2. Uncontrolled grazing through forested land

3. Legislative ignorance – Natural heritage vs. Monument



PLANNING AND DESIGN VISION

•Enhancing the promotion and recognition of the park

•Enhancing the equipment and information infrastructure

•An overall systematic reconstruction and development plan

•Innovative restoration design

•Sustainable management plan

•Participatory and cognitive activities to attract citizen



IMPROVEMENT STRATEGY – IDEA OF CONNECTING TO CONTEXT



IMPROVEMENT STRATEGY – SENSITIVE SITE PLANNING



PLANTING RESTORATION – ASSISTED SUCCESSION THORUGH NATIVE SPECIES TO DELHI RIDGE



CONCEPT FOR STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT MASTERPLAN



CONCEPT FOR STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT MASTERPLAN



STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT MASTERPLAN AND CIRCULATION PLAN



PARTICIPATING WITH CITY LIFE THROUGH NATURE BOUND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES
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PARTICIPATING WITH CITY LIFE THROUGH NATURE BOUND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Source: http://designwellindia.com/revival‐of‐garden‐jharna‐mehrauli/



REIMAGINING HAUZ-E-SHAMSHI – INTERPRETIVE DESIGN PROPOSAL



REIMAGINING HAUZ-E-SHAMSHI – INTERPRETIVE DESIGN PROPOSAL



Thank you


