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AGENDA of the session of May 12
Introduction
Marian Simón Rojo, Universidad Politecnica de Madrid

Spatial participatory food (systems) mapping
Katrin Bohn, Bohn&Viljoen Architects, School of Architecture & Design, University of Brighton

Participatory assessment: easing the path to a democratic food agenda?
Mary Corcoran - National University of Ireland, Maynooth, Department of Sociology

Exercise II.2 Role play

Closure



AESOP4FOOD
Katrin Bohn, Bohn&Viljoen Architects, 12th May 2022

Spatial and participatory food (systems) mapping

images: Bohn&Viljoen – 1998; 2007; 2016

1998
Making the case for urban agriculture,
co-creating international discourse

2007
Triggering urban agriculture projects
for and with community groups

2016
Responding to municipal demands for
urban agriculture / food systems projects



[C] connects open space :

parcels of inner-urban open land,

inner-urban land to a new 
infrastructure,

inner-urban land to the rural land

[P] uses open space :

through placing Urban Agriculture

environmentally,

economically and

socially productive

[U] happens 'inside' :

the greenbelt stays green,

greenfield sites stay green,

brownfield sites become green

[L] is landscape :

with spatial and visual qualities

of the rural and the urban

Continuous
Productive
Urban
Landscape [CPUL]

image: The CPUL Concept – Bohn&Viljoen – 2002

The CPUL City



image: The CPUL City Clover – Bohn&Viljoen – 2010

Action VIS
Visualising Consequences

Action U+D
Bottom-Up + Top-Down

Action IUC
Inventory of Urban Capacity

Action R
Researching for Change

Infrastructural,
as well as individual

food-productive projects
need parallel top-down

and bottom-up
initiatives and

integrative design
and planning.

The qualities and aims
of urban agriculture and
productive
urban landscapes,
such as CPULs,
need visualising
to convince
decision makers
and raise
public awareness.

An inventory is necessary
for each location, especially of
spatial, resource, stakeholder
and managerial capacities
in order to best respond
to local opportunities.

Constant research,
development and

consolidation
of productive

urban landscape
projects and concepts

is needed to
respond to

changing circumstances.

The CPUL City
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The CPUL City

MAPPING OPPORTUNITIES AS PART OF THE INVENTORY OF URBAN CAPACITY



1. Map physical sites
taking into account that suitability for urban agriculture 
includes issues such as land, orientation (sun), soil, air, 
boundaries, access, supply (water) and ownership in 
order to build a catalogue of spatial opportunities.

2. Identify potential goals and stakeholders
for the project’s different development stages from 
start-up to establishment to longer-term prominence, 
in order to ascertain and/or grow sufficient local capacity 
to maintain the project.

3. Aim for no-waste systems –
grow, eat, compost, grow... – as one aspect of maximising 
the Ecological Intensification on open urban space.

4. Identify local resources and managerial 
capacities as a basis for new economic models, 
environmentally friendly production and fair trade for 
urban farmers.

image: The CPUL City, Clover Action IUC = Inventory of Urban Capacity – Bohn&Viljoen – 2010

Within this action, it is important to address the follow-
ing strategies, steps or tools necessary for a successful
implementation of any urban agriculture project:

The CPUL City

MAPPING OPPORTUNITIES AS PART OF THE INVENTORY OF URBAN CAPACITY



The CPUL City

THE OPPORTUNITY MAPPING PROCESS

image: The Opportunity Mapping Process – Bohn&Viljoen – 2007-2022



Bohn&Viljoen case studies

EXAMPLES OF FOOD & OPPORTUNITY MAPS FOR URBAN DESIGN PROJECTS

data: An introduction to the CPUL City Opportunity Maps – Katrin Bohn – 2019 and 2022

scale: neighbourhood
mapping method: participatory

Urbane Agrikultur
in Köln-Ehrenfeld,
Germany

The Urban Farming
Project 
Middlesbrough, 
Great Britain

scale: city
mapping method: participatory
as well as design-professional-led

London 
Thames Gateway, 
Great Britain

scale: suburban / metropolitan
mapping method: design-professional-led

Carthage –
Ville Comestible,
Tunisia

scale: city
mapping method: participatory
as well as design-professional-led



aim:
to work with residents on the 
participatory regeneration of 
an urban neighbourhood

mapping method:
participatory design
process in four stages

Urban Agriculture in the Ehrenfeld neighbourhood of Cologne, Germany

image: Urbane Agrikultur in Köln-Ehrenfeld – Bohn&Viljoen Architects, DQE urban regeneration project and Nishat Awan, FG Stadt & Ernährung TU Berlin – 2011

Bohn&Viljoen case study

scale:
neighbourhood

stakeholders:
arts-based project initiators, 
local residents, food producers/ 
processors/ distributors, 
urban agriculture /CPUL experts



image: Urbane Agrikultur in Köln-Ehrenfeld – Bohn&Viljoen Architects, DQE urban regeneration project and Nishat Awan, FG Stadt & Ernährung TU Berlin – 2011
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Bohn&Viljoen case study
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neighbourhood
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arts-based project initiators, 
local residents, food producers/ 
processors/ distributors, 
urban agriculture /CPUL experts



aim:
to engage the public in improving
qualities of the city’s urban
spaces and its urban life

image: The Urban Farming Project Middlesbrough – Bohn&Viljoen – 2007

mapping method:
participatory as well as
design-professional-led

scale:
city

stakeholders:
arts-based project initiators, 
local residents, local council, 
urban agriculture /CPUL experts

Bohn&Viljoen
case study



The Urban Farming Project Middlesbrough, Great Britain

Bohn&Viljoen case study

images: The Urban Farming Project Middlesbrough – Bohn&Viljoen (1), David Barrie, dott07 (1) – 2006

Bohn&Viljoen case study
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The Urban Farming Project Middlesbrough, Great Britain

Bohn&Viljoen case studyBohn&Viljoen case study
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local residents, local council, 
urban agriculture /CPUL experts
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participatory as well as
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image: The Urban Farming Project Middlesbrough – FG Stadt&Ernährung TU Berlin – 2012



scale:
city

Carthage – Ville Comestible, Tunisia

Bohn&Viljoen case study

stakeholders:
local research institute (initiator), 
local council, residents, urban 
agriculture/CPUL experts

aim:
to locate and systematise urban
food system activities and spaces
in the city, existing and potential

image: A food map for Carthage – Ian Bailey, Katrin Bohn, University of Brighton and City Team Carthage – 2021

mapping method:
participatory as well as
design-professional-led
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scale:
city

Carthage – Ville Comestible, Tunisia

Bohn&Viljoen case study

aim:
to locate and systematise urban
food system activities and spaces
in the city, existing and potential

image: An Opportunity Map (Diagram) for Carthage – Ian Bailey, Katrin Bohn, University of Brighton and City Team Carthage – 2021

stakeholders:
local research institute (initiator), 
local council, residents, urban 
agriculture/CPUL experts

mapping method:
participatory as well as
design-professional-led



London Thames Gateway, Great Britain

Bohn&Viljoen case study

scale:
suburban / 
metropolitan

stakeholders:
local council (initiator), local 
planning department, urban 
agriculture experts

aim:
to explore the potential of
integrating food-productive
spaces into London’s Eastern
expansion area

image: The Thames Gateway Report – Katrin Bohn, André Viljoen, University of Brighton and Bohn&Viljoen Architects – 2004

mapping method:
design-professional-led



mapping method:
design-professional-led

scale:
suburban / 
metropolitan

London Thames Gateway, Great Britain

Bohn&Viljoen case study

stakeholders:
local-council-based initiators, 
local planning department, 
urban agriculture experts

aim:
to explore the potential of
integrating food-productive
spaces into London’s Eastern
expansion area

image: The Thames Gateway Report – Katrin Bohn, André Viljoen, University of Brighton and Bohn&Viljoen Architects – 2004



THANK YOU!
Katrin Bohn
katrin@bohnandviljoen.co.uk

images: The CPUL book – Bohn&Viljoen – 2005 The Second Nature book – Bohn&Viljoen – 2014
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Participatory assessment: easing the path 
to a democratic food agenda?
• In 2018 Mary Corcoran carried out a participatory action research in 

New Haven, Connecticut, USA

• Community-based activism around food justice in New Haven

• In 2012 established a Food Policy Council and later a Food Policy 
Director

• 28 in-depth interviews with civil society actors and participant 
observation across the food policy and urban agriculture (UA) sectors 
in the Fall of 2018

• Challenges in advancing a more democratic food agenda even when 
the municipality is relatively open to activist claims
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Three key messages
• Following in the American communitarian tradition, civil society groups 

working at grassroots level largely set the agenda for tackling food hunger 
in New Haven. That agenda, however, is broad-based and contradictory, 
incorporating initiatives aimed at addressing food insecurity and radical 
advocacy for food justice. 
• The efforts of civil society actors are structurally constrained by their 

dependence on philanthropic or grant-based funding, on the one hand, 
and the symbolic rather than substantive support afforded by a fiscally 
weak, resource-poor municipality, on the other. 
• There is an inherent tension within the civil society sector arising from the 

disjuncture between strategies that have the effect of depoliticizing hunger 
and those that increasingly demand a repoliticization of hunger. These 
issues have been brought into sharper relief in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic crisis and the 2020 Black Lives Matter (BLM) mobilization, which, 
in concert, expose deep fissures in American society.
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Five lessons
1. To be aware of the intersecting power flows (e.g. the map on slide 16 of the 

presentation of April 28)

2. How do you navigate that political continuum that emerges around the food democracy 
table? How do you maintain an openness in the process, while people have quite 
different agendas.

3. The importance of strategic leadership, and strategic mission alignment for advance the 
food democracy agenda. Help people to reflect on their position by participatory 
processes.

4. The recognise the importance of the lived experience as the catalyst for action. To help 
people to realise the actual existence of hunger, poverty, lack of food security.

5. We need with participatory processes to make space for telling stories and supporting 
grass roots organisers.
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